1970 Annual Report Nebraska Game and Parks Commission by unknown
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Publications Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
1970
1970 Annual Report Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebgamepubs
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska -
Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Publications by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.
"1970 Annual Report Nebraska Game and Parks Commission" (1970). Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Publications. 84.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebgamepubs/84
1970 Annual Report 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Information and Tourism ......... 36 Di rectors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Commi ss i one rs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Land Management ................. 40 
Law Enforcement ................. 44 Reorganization ..................... 5 Aircraft ......... ............... 48 Budget and Fiscal .................. 8 
Engineering ........................ 15 
Boating ......................... 51 
Parks ........................... 52 Federal Aid ........................ 17 Personnel ....................... 60 
Fisheries ......................... . 23 
Game .............................. . 29 
Rea 1 ty .......................... 61 
Research ........................ 63 

M. 0. Steen Willard R. Barbee 
The Game and Parks Commission began 1970 under the leadership of M. 0. Steen, 
who retired as director on May 22, after 14 years of se rvice to Nebraska and its 
sportsmen . He was succeeded by Willard R. Barbee, his assistant of six years. 
Under Mel Steen 1 s direction, the Game and Parks Commission became a vital force 
in preserving Nebraska 1 s natural resources, developing its outdoor recreation, and 
promoting its tourism potential. A few of his most important achievements include: 
development of Interstate 80 Chain of Lakes, re -es tablishment of the wild turkey in 
Nebraska, doubling t he state 1 s prong-horned antelope range through transplanting in 
the Sand Hill s, introduction of striped bass at Lake Mcconaughy, introduction of 
Sacramento perch adaptable to highly alkaline aand Hills lakes, development of Lake 
McCon aughy and the southwest reservoirs, development of Two Rivers State Recreation 
Area and its fee trout fis hing, developments on Salt Vall ey reservoirs, creation of 
new wayside parks, expansion of public hunting and fishing areas, and bringing to 
reality in Nebraska the Land and Water Conservation Fund program. But this is just 
part of a long list of accompli shments . 
In re cognition of his achievements, Governor Norbert Tiemann proclaimed April 15 
as 11 Mel Steen Day 11 in Nebraska, and employees of the Commission paid tribute to him 
at a dinner that evening. 
Will ard Barbee took the reigns of the Commi ssi on on April 22, bringing some 
30 years 1 experience as a public servant in resource management to the post. His 
crepential s include a bachelor of science degree in agriculture, and experience _in 
watershed development, farming , and farm game management. In 1959, he came to Nebraska 
to assume duties as chief of the Commission 1 s Land Management Division, a post he held 
until becoming assistant director in 1964. 
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Wildlife management is defined as the art of making land produce sustained annual 
crops of wildlife for recreationa use, according to books by Aldo Leopold some 40 years 
ago . . The Objectives of wildlife management have changed little since then, but the 
approach to the subject has evolved constantly in the face of new ecological problems 
brought on by changes in the economy, technology, and business concepts and philosophies. 
At the beginning of 1970, the Game and Parks Commission was structured on a 
pattern that resulted from a reorganization in 1954 . That structure was well suited 
to problems existing at that time, since it was fashioned to deal with the farmers 
and ranchers who made nearly all the decisions affecting land use and therefore fish and game . 
But, the scene has changed. Today, land is plowed or left idle, wetlands are drained or preserved, streams are channelized or saved not because of the i ndividual 
landowne~'s decision, but because of influences from federal or state agency programs 
or policies or the availability of financial aid or technical assistance. The Commission 
recognized these new factors in cpnservation and wildlife management, and a reorgani~ 
zation begun duri ng 1970 was designed to accommodate them. 
Anothe r factor in deciding on the reorganization was a t~ghtened fiscal base on . 
which the .Commission was forced to operate . Also, there was some evidence that the 
working units in the department had become self-sufficient, independent, and eventually isolated from one another with a probable loss. of i nternal liaison and efficiency . 
The new organ izational structure was designed to correct this . 
Most clearly affected were the techn i cal staffs in both fish and game . Where 
previously professio nally trained staffs were in three independent div isions (Game, 
Fisheries. and Research), a single Bu reau of Wildlife Services now bri~gs them under 
one head . Specialists are being designated to co-ordinate activities statewide on 
certain species groups or environments and to wo rk wi th other agencies and the programs 
they admin i ster. New attention is also be i ng focused .on non -game species . · 
The sal vage and distribution crew, wh ich in earlier years served a val~able 
function in hauling catchable fi sh from western Nebraska to heavily-fished wate rs of 
eastern Nebraska, was discontinued . New fish -producing water in the east and changing 
circumstances rendered the operation la rgel y unnecessary. 
The farm pond specialist was moved from the Fi sheries Div isi on to t he Resou rce Services Div ision, largely in recogniti on of hi s role in extension activi ty with owners 
of private f is hi ng wate rs . 
In addition to the Bureau of Wildli fe Servic~s, three other Bureaus were 
established - Field Services, Planning and Progtamming, and Parks . 
The Bureau of Field Services includes Enforcement, Resource Services , and Fish 
Productfon . , The Bureau of Planning and Programmi ng evolved from the exi sti ng division 
of Federal Aid as supplemented by the t r ansfer of the' agency site plann i ng f unction 
from Parks Division .and the transfer of r~s ou~ce i nvestigational activiti es from the 
Land Management Division . Parks Division activities have grown to such proportions 
that bureau status appeared to be in balance . 
Additional modifications involved in the first, stage of reorganization are transfer 
of the big- game permit function of the Game Division to the Petmit1 Section of the 
Budget and Fiscal Divis i on and transfer of ·the game farm to the Resource Management 
Division of the Bu rea u of Field Services . · 
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Other moves aimed at improving the overall program include: (1) development 
of an in -service personnel training program, (2) transfer of .certain high level · 
positions from state areas which .have reached an operational stage to work areas 
of greater need, and (3) revitalization of the former educational ,function of the 
Division o,f Information and Tourism , 
In the future, ,administrative decentralization throughout the state is being 
considered as a final stage qf the basic model of reorganization . 
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BUD G E-T· AND FISCAL 
Budget and Fiscal Division includes two sections: (1) Permits, which 
encompasses the Boating Administration, Accounts Receivable, and Permit Accounting 
departments and (2) Budget and Accounting, which includes the Audits, Records 
Management, Plant and Equipment, and Fiscal Accounting departments. 
Major functions of the Budget and Fiscal Division are: 
1. Maintain all fiscal records in accordance with state and federal laws. 
2. Maintain area cost accounting on income and expenditures for internal 
control of the Commission . ' 
3. Administer,the fiscal operation and control of federal programs . 
4. Administer the fiscal control of the State Boating Laws. 
5. Issue all hunting an~ fishing permits to vendor accounts. 
6 . Receive, deposit, ~nd maintain accounts receivable reco r ds on all 
funds receivea by the Commission . 
7. Prepare the Commission Bienniu~ Budgets . 
8. Prepare and maintain the Commi ssi on fiscal and operating budgets . 
9 . Administer the purchasing of all equipment, supplies and materials 
for the Commission . 
10 . Maintain inventory control and records of real and personal property 
of the Com~ission . • 
11. Perform audits of federal programs relating to participating sub-divisions 
and internal audits of the other divisions of the Commission . 
12. Administer an internal program of forms control including development 
of forms and defining their purpose, use and retension and maintains 
an agency policy and procedure manual. 
13 . Perform other administrative functions as assigned by the Board of 
Commissioners, Director and/or Assistant Directors. 
PERMITS: 
Boatiny Administration: Annual activities continue to increase each year . 
1970 a tota of 26,860 powered boats were issued registration certificates . 
In 
Accounts Receivable: Activities remained basically similar to 1969 . A total 
of 225 cash transmittal reports were prepared and submitted to the State Treasurer. 
These reports represent deposits of all cash income received by this agency . A 
total of 19,617 individual auditor receipts were prepared to support monies received 
and deposited by cash transmittals for 1970 . This department also receives and 
distributes all incoming mail for this agency . 
Permit Accounting: During 1970 this department maintained accounting records 
on l, 199 permit vendor accounts . Eighty-nine new vendor accounts were opened and 
103 vendor accounts ceased handling permits during 1970 . Detailed accounting records 
are maintained for each vendor account . An annual report of number of permits sold 
by type of permit by counties is prepared . 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING: 
Fiscal Accounting: This department is responsible for preparation and processing 
of a 11 payments to vendors; intra-department transfers on use of equipment, employees 
time and expenses applying proper distribution of costs to each area or administrative 
units, preparation of monthly Commission Reports of paid vouchers and coding of all 
vouchers for payment . 
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Activities of this department remained simi la r to 1969 0 A total of 14,869 
vouchers were prepared and processed fo r payment i n 19700 Twelve mon t hly Commission 
Reports of paid vouchers were prepared . 
Plant and Equipment: This department is responsible for purchasing all 
materials, supplies, and equipment and administe ri ng and ma i ntaining all inventory 
records of real and personal property for this agency o 
Six-hundred and seventy-seven purchase orders we re processed in 1970 . Inven-
tories were maintained on 208 areas and admi nistrati ve units . Inventories and 
reports were maintained on 299 vehicles . 
Audits : This department reviews all vouchers and intra-department transfers 
to insure accuracy of amounts paid . Correct data processi ng code information is 
completed on all documents . It audits all expense vouchers to insure compliance 
with state laws, rules and regulations of this agency . It mai ntains various 
electronic data processing ledgers, assists in preparation of vari ous area reports 
and performs all field audits of political sub -divis i ons pa r ticipating in the Land 
and Water Conservation Program . 
During 1970 a total of 12 pre- audits, progress audi ts and final audits was 
performed by this Department, 
Records Management Department: The Budget and Fiscal Di vision was directed to 
establish a records management program for th is agency in November 1968, for the 
purpose of estaolishing uniformity in t he design, use, retention or di sposal of 
forms and records , elimination of duplicati ons and to develop a budget and f i scal 
policy and procedure manual . Some preliminary guidelines were developed but very 
little was accomplished in 1970 since staffing of thi s department was delayed due 
to lack of facilities . 
Admin is tration of the Budget and Fi scal Divi s i on i s pe rformed by the Division 
Chief, who i s also the agency 1s Budget 0ffice r o In addition to the admi nistration 
and supervision of all activities of the Budget and Fiscal Division, the Divi sion 
Chief is responsible fo r the preparati on and submiss i on of thi s agency 1s Biennium 
Budget Requests . 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
January 1, 1970 - Cash or General Fund Appropri ations on Hand 
Game Fund 
State Park Faciliti es Cash Fund 
Tourist Promoti on Cash Fund 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total agency operati onal costs - General Fund 
Total agency capital improvement - Gene ral Fund 
305,210 0 92 
245,543 . 14 
44,927 c74 
599 , 325 . 84 
86,644 . 52 
199 ,900 0 14 ' 
Total Cash & General Fund Appropri ation on Hand Jan . 1, 1970 
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1,481,552 . 30 
Cash Revenue Received during 1970 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Tourist Promotiofl Cash Fund 
Land and Wate r Conservati on Cash Fund 
Total agency" .operational costs - General Fund 
Total agency capital improvement - General Fund 
Total Cash Revenues Received & General Fund 
Appropriations available during 1970 
Total Expended by Fund Type 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Tourist Promo ti on -C'ash Fund 
Land & Water ConservationitCash Fund 
Total Agency Operational Costs - General Fund 
Total Agency Capital Improvement - General Fund 
Total Agen cy Expenditures, 1970 
3,287,868.05 
244,401.54 . 
28,322.53 
1,138,099.23 
1 , 449,813 . 88 · 
1,630,580.00 
3,276,144 .08 
370,639.96 
23,635 . 53 
1,646,013 . 38 
1,360,343 . 58 
784,900 . 87 . 
January l, 1971 - Cash and Genera 1 Fund Appropriation on Hand 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Tourist Promoti on Cash Fund 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total agency operational costs - General Fund 
Total agency capital improvement - General Fund 
316,934 .89 
119,304 . 72 
49,614 . 74 
91,411.69 · 
176,114.82 
1,045,579 . 27 
Total Cash & Gene ral Fund Appropriation on Hand Jan . l, 1971 
SOURCE OF INCOME 
Hunting Act iviti es: 
7;779;085.23 
7 , 46 l , 6 77 . 40 . 
1,798,960.13 
Source Amount· · Total 
Resident Li cense to Hunt 
Non - resident Li cense to Hunt 
Resident Trappi ng License 
Non-resident Fur Buyer's Permit 
Resident Fur Buyers Permit 
Deer Permits 
Antelope Permits 
Turkey Permi ts 
Game Farm & Pet Permits 
Buffalo & Venison Sales 
Fur Sales 
Duck Blind Rental 
Controlled Shooting Area 
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432,333 .00 . 
457,675 . 00 
6,230 .00 
1,275 .00 
510.00 
391,950 .00 
17,920 .00 
15,265.00 
l, 166.00 
666 . 00 
115 . 26 
5,239 .00 
120.00 1,330,464.26 
Fishing Activities: 
Resident License to Fish 
Non - resident 5-day License to Fish 
Non-resident Annual License to Fish 
Bait vendors 
Seining Vendors 
Private Fish Hatche ry License 
Trout Permits 
Sale of Food Fish 
Hunting & Fishing Activities: 
Resident Combination Hunt & Fish Licenses 
Source 
Special Stamps: 
Source 
Upland Game Bird Stamps 
Federal Re i mbursements : 
Source 
Pittman-Robertson & Dingell -Johnson 
Miscellaneous Receipts: 
Source 
NEBRASKAland Magazine 
a. Subscri ptions 
b. News tands 
c, Advertising 
168,989 . 75 
10,679 . 18 
34,951 . 41 
Duplicate Permits 
Liqui dated Damages 
Sale of Surplus 
Agricultural Lease & Crop Income 
Boating Permits 
Cash Gift for Thermal Studies 
Iron Horse Trail Land Sales 
Sales Tax 
Incidentals 
Total Game Fund Income 
STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME 
1. Park Facilities 
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625,940 .00 
44,187 .50 
68,244 .00 . 
5,350 .00 
5,255 .00 
l ,076 c00 
71,365 . 50 
2,666 . 19 
409,156 .00 
Amount 
155,513 ;00 
Amount 
49,616 .01 
Amount 
214,620 . 34 
883 ,00 
12,215 .00 
13,466 . 16 
84,523 . 86 
144,349 .00 
14,000 .00 
28,172 .00 
424 .61 
6,380 .62 
824,084.19 
409,156.00 
Total 
155,513.00 
Total 
49,616 .01 
Total 
519,034.59 · 
3,287,868.05 
Source 
Arbor Lodge 
Buffa1o Bill's Rest Ranch 
Chadron 
Fort Kearny 
Fort Robinson 
Lake Mcconaughy . 
Mormon Island State Wayside Area 
Niobrara 
Ponca 
Sherman Reservoir 
Stolley 
Two Rivers 
Victoria Spring 
Miscellaneous Areas 
State Sales Tax 
Total State Park Facilities Cash Fund Income 1970 
Source 
2. Park Non-Operating Income 
Surplus property sales 
Total State Park Cash Fund ' Income 1970 
SPECIAL CASH FUNDS 
Source 
Tourist Promotion: 
Sale of Promotional Material 
NEBRASKAlander Program 
Sales Tax 
Land and Water Conservation Fund: 
Federal reimbursement 
Agricultural Lease & Crop Income 
Total Special Cash Fund Income 
Summary of Income Received During 1970: 
Game Fund 
State Parks 
Special Cash Funds 
Tota 1 I,ncome Received During 1970 
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Amount Total 
7,404.06 
4,131.82 
36,25'3.03 
l ,071 .98 
78,268 . 41 
10,053.54 
8,862 . 14 
23,959. 72 
32,125.71 
4,500.00 
1,305.64 
18,239.10 
2,002.50 
10,261.05 
5,060.21 
243,498.91 
Amount Total 
902.63 . 
244, 40 l. 54 
Amount Total 
25,827.89 
2,060.00 
434.64 28,322.53 
1,136,941.29 · 
1,157 . 94 1,138,099 .23 
3,287,868.05 
244,401.54 
l , 166 , 421 . 76 
l , 166,421 . 76 
4,698,691'.35 
1970 EXPENDITURES 
Pu ~pose of Expenditures - Operational Costs 
I 
Program: 336-Wi ldlife Conservation, Enforcement, 
Promoti on & Development 
Sub-Program - 01 - Enforcement 
Sub -Program - 02 - Information and Education 
Sub -Program - 03 - General Supervision 
Sub-Program - 04 - Game 
Sub -Program - 05 - Fish 
Sub-Program - 06 - Land Management 
Sub-Program - 07 - Research 
Program: 323-Tourism 
Sub-Program - 08 - General Promotion 
Sub-Program - 09 - Promotional Resale Materials 
Program: 325-Boating Admirlistration, Education and 
Enforcement 
Purpose of Expenditures - Operational Costs 
Program: 549-Parks Administration, Enforcement and 
Ope rati on 
General Fund Expenditures 
Cash Fund Expenditures 
Program: 550-Federal Aid & Planning Functions 
General Fund Expenditures 
Cash Fund Expenditures 
Program: 61 7-Eng i neering and Area Maintenance 
General Fund Expenditures 
Cash Fund Expenditures 
Total Expended Operational Cos ts 
Gene ral 
Purpose of Expenditure-Capital Improvement Fund 
Prog ram No . 
900 & 9Ql - Indian Cave State Park 
902 & 905 - Political Sub-Divisions 
903 - Wi'ndmill Wayside Park 
904 - Morman Island Wayside Park 
906 - Ponca State Park 
907 - Gretna Hatchery 
908 - Two Rivers 
910 - Fremont Lakes 
911 - Arbor Lodge 
912 - Branched Oak Reservoir 
913 - Lincoln Lab Building 
914 - Norfolk District Office 
915 - Grove Lake 
917 - Fort Hartsuff 
919 ·- Fort Kearny 
121 ~883 . 41 
234,252 . 16 
75,430.46 
18,415 .62 
753 .62 
2,393.12 
34,257 . 32 
19,449 . 72 
49,535 . 75 
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Amount Total 
593,080 .45 
772,929.23 
301,156 . 44 · 
244,025 .40 
591,913 .23 
438,067 . 72 
137,936 .46 3,079,108.93 
101,110.86 
23,635 . 53 124,746 . 39 
Amount 
674 ,326.07 
262,893.48 
107,183 . 35 
20,358 . 52 
477,723.30 
15 5 , 6 84 . 50 · 
Cash 
Fund 
121 ,882 . 42 
449,017 . 86 
36,992 . 10 
3,807.93 
75,430 ,49 
5,164 .22 
18,415.61 
753 .62 
34,257 . 34 
615,015 .60 
90,638.95 
68,205 . 50 
72,232 .61 
Total 
937,219 .55 
127,541 .87 
633,407 . 80 
4,974,257 0 15 
Total 
243,765 .83 
683,270 .02 
36,992 .10 
3,807 .93 
150,860 .95 
5,164 .22 
36,831 .23 
1,507 .24 
2,393 . 12 
68,514 .66 
615,015 .60 
90,638 .95 
68,205 . 50 
19,449 . 72 
49,535.75 
Purpose of Expendi .ture - Capi tal Improvement 
921 - Johnson Reservoir 
General 
Fund 
Cash 
Fund 
8,179 . 43 
13,351.33 . 
10 ;214. 54 
32,226.71 
15,803 . 72 
43,127 . 27 
922 - Enders Reservoir 
923 - Red Willow Reservoir 
924 - Medicine Creek Reservoir 
925 - Swanson Reservoir 
928 - Lake Mcconaughy 
929 - Ash Hollow 
930 - Lewellen Fish Trap 
933 - Plattsmouth Area 
934 - Dead Timber 
935 - Fort Atkinson 
936 - Memphis 
938 & 991 - Pioneer Wayside Area 
942 - Stagecoach Lake 
944 - Olive Creek 
947 - Alexandria Lakes 
949 - Pawnee Prairie 
950 - Burchard Lake 
955 - Elkhorn Wayside Area 
963 - Sherman Reservoir 
966 - Arikaree 
979 - Merritt Reservoir 
980 - Chadron State Park 
986 - Buffalo Bill Ranch 
988 - Habitat Res toration 
990 - North Platte Arena 
994 - Cornhusker Farms 
Total Expended Capital Improvements 
Total Agency Expenditures - 1970 
13,351 . 34 
10,214.55 
32 ,226. 71 
15,803 . 76 
43,127.27 
67,573 .58 
35 .04 
4,091.80 
5,830.26 
3,683.96 
39 .25 
78.50 
843.75 
2,862.95 
4,113.34 
542 .93 
4,940.60 
4,620 . 74 
l ,000.00 
414.00 
10,637.59 
35 .04 
. :·,.,. 5,830 .27 
· · '·,: l , 156. 99 
39 . 25 . 
78.50 
843 . 75 
322.56 
395 .50 
2,862 .94 
4,113.36 
542 .92 
4,940 .60 
4,620 . 72 
13,549.36 
6,735 . 75 
16,465.00 
$784,900 . 87 l ,702,519.38 
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Total 
8,179.43 
26,702 .67 
20,429.09 
64,453.42 
31,607 .48 
86,254.54 
67,573.58 
414.00 
10,637.59 
70.08 
4,091.80 
11,660 .53 
4,840.95 
78.50 
157,00 
l ,687.50 
322 .56 
395 .50 
5,725 .89 
8,226.70 
l ,085 . 85 
9,881.20 
9,241 .46 
l ,000 .00 
6,735 . 75 
13,549 . 36 
16,465.00 
2,487,420 .25 
7 , 461 , 6 77 . 40 
E N G I N E E R I N G 
Strictly as a service organ i zation, the divis i on operates through two sections, 
Engineering and Operations , Engineering services include preliminary and final 
des i gns, project specifications, prel iminary and fin al cost estimates, special 
engineeri ng studies, Bureau of Outdoor Recreati on project reviews, preliminary 
su rveys, feasibility studies, cons t ructi on and land surveys, draft i ng services, 
constructi on i nspection, liaison with engineering and architectural consultants, 
contracting construction projects, and project cons truction planning, 
The Ope rat i ons Section provides construction, heavy maintenance, building 
services, and emergency repai~ ·work , 
ENGINEERING : 
Land Survey ing: Projects included Pi oneer State Ways i de Area, lease lots at 
Lake Mcconaughy , water rights survey at Valentine, water rights survey at Rock Creek 
Hatchery, boundary line at Lake Mcconaughy, and va r ious buildi ng l ocation sites , 
Des i gn Activiti es: At Grove Lake near Royal , f i nal plans were prepared, 
specifi cati ons and estimates made, and contracts awar ded fo r , construction of trout 
rearing facilities, The project included construction of a 'diversion and two 
double raceways , 
Plans, specifications, and esti mates we re drawn up fo r deve l opments at Swanson, 
Red Willow, Medic ine Creek, and Ende rs Reservoirs , The developments included . 
maintenance bui ldi ngs, shower-latrine bu i ldings, wells, and utiliti es , 
A pressurized water system at the Gretna Fish Hatchery was des i gned and constructed 
i n conjunct i on with the rehabilitati on of exi sting spri ngs , 
At Memph is State Recreation Area, plans, specifi cations, and estimates were 
pre pa red fo r developments , and a porti on of the work was contracted , The remaini ng 
developmen t was done by force account , 
An assistant super intendent 1 s house at Fort Kearny was designed, featuri ng a 
simple plan with good quality and mode rate cost . 
A super i ntendent 1 s house at Fo r t Har t suff and a water system for the area was 
desi gned and contracted , The water sys tem provi des potable wate r as well as fire 
protecti on for t he historic fort , 
At Fort Kear ny State Hi stori ca 1 Park, pl ans, specifi cati ans, and estimates were 
completed fo r an irri gati on system, and a contract was awarded fo r the work. · The 
sys tem was desi gned to be pa r tly automatic and partly manually operated, and will 
allow for ni ght operation with a min i mum of labor, 
Pians were made. for developments at Dead Timber State Recreation Area, and. 
specificati ons and estimates prepared , A contract was let for the work, which 
included construction of additional pri mi tive res troom fac il ities, wells, .and roads. 
Desi gns we re made and contracts awarded for construction of an i rrigation system 
at Scouts Rest Ranch , The system is automatic for night operati on, 
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T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s :  A t  t h e  P l a t t s m o u t h  W a t e r f o w l  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a ,  a  s t u d y  w a s  
m a d e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  w a t e r  s u r f a c e  w o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  p u m p i n g .  A  c o m b i n a t i o n  
o f  t e s t i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  c o m p i l e  a  f u l l  t e c h n i c a l  r e p o r t  
s h o w i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  p u m p i n g ,  .  . L a t e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  
v e r i f i e d  . t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  r e p o r L .  
T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s  a n d  s p e c i f i c q t i o n s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  f o r  a d e q u a c y  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  
w i t h  c o m m o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c o d e  s t a n d a r d s  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  B u r e a u  o f  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  
P l a n s .  T h e s e  p l a n s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  b y  c o n s u l t a n t s  f o r  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  p o l i t i c a l  
s u b d i v i s i o n s .  T h i s  r e v i e w  w o r k  i s  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  A i d  D i v i s i o n .  
A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  r e s e a r c h  , w a s  c o n d u c t e d  d u r i n g  1 9 6 9  a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  a n d  
m o s t  wi d e l y  u s e d  m e t h o d  o f  s p ~ c i f i c a t i o n  wr i t i n g .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  D i v i s i o n  
h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  a  m o r e  c o m p l e t e ,  n o n - a m b i g u o u s ,  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  s e t  o f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  
A l l  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  c a t a l o g u e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i e w e d  a n d  u p - d a t e d  a s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o . t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  p r o d u c t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  t o . e l i m i n a t e  
o b s o l e n G e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
P r , o j e c t  C o n s t r u c t i o n  I n s p e c t i o n :  I n s p e c t i o n  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  o n  t h e  G r o v e  T r o u t  
R e a r i n g  F a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  R e s e r v o i r s ,  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  a t  F o r t . H a r t s u f f  a n d  
F o r t  K e a r n y ,  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  w o r k  a t  M e m p h i s  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  B r a n c h e d  O a k ,  D e a d  T i m b e r  
a n d  P i o n e e r  W a y s i d e  A r e a .  T h e  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  a t  F o r t  K e a r n y  w a s  s u r v e y e d  a n d  
i n s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  D i v i s i o n .  
S p o t  i n s p e c t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  a n d  l i a i s o n  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  o n  c o n s u l t a n t  d e s i g n e d  a n d  
i n s p e c t e d  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  A s h  H o l l o w  r o a d w a y s ,  W i n d m i l l  W a y s i d e  A r e a ,  M o r m o n  I s l a n d  
W a y s i d e  A r e a ,  P o n c a  S t a t e  P a r k  c a m p g r o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  G a m e  
C o m m i s s i o n  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  C o m p l e x .  
O P E R A TI O N S :  
F o r c e  A c c o u n t  W o r k :  A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  w o r k  w a s  d o .n e  b y  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  
S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  Di v i s i o n  t o  a u g m e n t  c o n t r a c t  w o r k  a s  w e l l  a s  d o i n g  h e a v y  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  ~ o m p l e t e  p r o j e c t s .  A  p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e s :  
I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  r o a d w a y s  a t  B r a n c h e d  O a k ,  r e s h a p i n g  r o a d s  a t  B u r c h a r d ,  r e p a i r i n g  
c a b i n s  a t  P o n c a  P a r k ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  r o a d s  a t  R o c k f o r d  4 - J  a r e a ,  r e p a i r i n g  d i k e s  a t  
N i o b r a r a ,  r e p a i r i n g  s e w e r a L C h i l d r e n s  F a r m s t e a t l ~ r e m o v i n g  t r e e s  a t  N i o b r a r a ,  d i g g i n g  
g a r b a g e  p i t s  a t  F r e m o n t ;  P o n c a  a n d  B l o o m f i e l d ,  p u m p i n g  w a t e r  a t  P l a t t s m o u t h ,  r e p a i r i n g  
a n d  r e n o v a t i n g  w a t e r  s y s t e m  a t  Gr e t n a ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  p o n d  a t  B l u e s t e m ,  b u i l d i n g  
t r a i l e r  p a d  a t  J o h n s o n  L a k e ,  s i l t  r e m o v a l  a t  L e w e l l e n  F i s h  T r a ~ ,  a n d  r o a d  r e p a i r  a t  
C h a d r o n  S t a t e  P a r k .  
C h a n n e l  c l e a n i n g  a t  R o c k  C r e e k  H a t c h e r y ,  e m e r g e n c y  r ~ p a i r  a t , T w o  R i v e r s ,  t r e e  
r e m o v a l  a t  D o g w o o d  S W A ,  c l e a n i n g  a t  ~ a k e  M c c o n a u g h y ,  r o a d w o r k  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  r e p a i r i n g  
s e w e r s  a t  P o n c a ,  c h a n n e l  w o r k  a t  G r o v e  T r o u t  S t a t i o n ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  r e s i d e n c e  a t  
F o r t  A t k i n s o n ' ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m a r i n a  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  N e b r a s k a  C i t y ,  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  
S h e r m a n  R e s e r v o i r ,  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  M e m p h i s ,  i n c r e a s e d  f a t i l i t i e s  a t  B r a n c h e d  O a k ,  
c l e a r i n g  t r e e s  ~ t  P o n c a  S t a t e  P a r k ,  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  P i o n e e r  S W A ,  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
b u i l d i n g  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  w o r k  a n d  s n o w  r e m o v a l .  
Th e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  w o r k  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  c r e w s  w a s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
A  c o n t i n u a l  e f f o r t  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  t o  g e t  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n s  a h e a d  f o r  e a r l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s t a r t s  a f t e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a r e  m a d e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n n e l  t o  d o  
t h i s  a d v a n c e  w o r k  s e r i o u s l y  h a m p e r s  t h e  e f f o r t .  
P a g e  1 6  
. . F E D E R 'A L .. A l D 
' - - - - - - - . ~·- . -
Pri ma ry responsibilities of the Federal Aid Divis i on are administration of the 
Land and Wate r Conservation Fund program, administration of the federal aid -programs 
for fish and wildlife and, maintenance of the comprehensive state outdoor recreation 
plan for Nebraska . 
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 was · enacted by Congress to assist 
the states in acquisition and development of urgently needed outdoor recreation areas 
and facilities., This act provides 50 percent federal ,grants~tn-aid to the various 
states for comprehensive planning, acquisition, and development of o~tdoor recreation 
areas . It also provides that the states may allocate some of the money received to 
political subdivisiohs. 
State legislation provides that 60 percent of th~ mbney received from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund Act shall be allocated to state projects and 40 pe rcent 
to projects of political subdivision~ . In addition to the 50 ~et cent §rant of federal 
funds, the Game and Parks Commission is authorized to make. state gr ants -i n-aid of 
up to 25 percent .to political subdivisions for approved projects . 
The Game and Parks Commission delegated authority to an internal 11 control group 11 
to formulate policy 9 determine allocation of funds, and establish 'priorities for 
projects . The control group consists of the Director, Assistant Directo r, Division 
Chief of State Parks and Division Chief of Land Management . The Director serves as 
State Liaison Officer to the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation which. is the federal agency 
responsible for administration of the F~nd Act . 
The Fede ral Aid Division is responsible for administering the program i n Neb raska. 
Actiyities incl ude : (1) review and processing of all required program documents; 
(2) f is cal and project cont rol; (3) l i aison with political subdivisions; and (4) 
liaison with other agencies . 
The following is a summary of the use of federal funds wh i ch have been made 
avai lable under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 since inception of 
the program to December 31, 1970 . This is followed by a brief summary of each project 
comple ted or in progress duri ng 1970 . 
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l. 
Summary of Funds fo r LWCF Projects to 
December 31, 1970 
Federal apportionments credited to the state (Total LWCF apportionment to 
Nebraska) : · 
FY 1965 . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . $ 
FY 1966 . . • . . . . • . . . . . $ 
FY 1967 0 II • • 0 0 • I . 0 • • 0 0 0 • 0 0 • $ . 
FY 1 96 8 o o o o o · o 6 o " o o o o o • o $ 
FY 1969 . . . . . . • . . . $ · 
FY 1970 . . . . . , . $ 
FY 1971 0 0 . 0 0 • II O II • • • • • II I I II O O $ 
Conti ngency Grant (Project No . 31-00029 
Omaha) 0 C II . 0 0 I II O II II I O fl II e 11 
Cont i ngency Grant (Project ~o . . 31 -00044 
Omaha o • • • • o o " II o • • • • II o • • • $ 
Conti ngency Grant (Project No. 31 -00097 
• ·$ 
129,580.00 . 
1,059,758 .00 
712,736. 73 • 
775,441 . 88 
568,240;00 
782,602 .00 
1,483,200.00 
193,494.00 
16,718.64 
Li ncoln , •........... . .... $ 150,000.00 
Tota 1 $ 5,871 , 771. 25 
2. Requested obligation of f unds ............ $ 4,894,302 .08 
3. Funds obl i ga ted by Bu reau of Outdoor Recreation , .. $ 4,514,927 ,08 
4. Re i mbu rsemen ts from Federal Government , ...... $ 3,567,602 .54 
All-0cations for state projects · 
L Fede ral apportionments 
to Neb ras ka) : 
FY 1965 . 
FY 1966 
credited to the State (60% of total LWCF apportionment 
0 0 I 9 II O O O II $ 
. . $ ; 
·• . 
FY 1967 .... .. .. . 0 II 6 I O $ 
77,748.00 
635,854.80 
427,642 .04 
465,2,65 . 13 , 
340,944.00 
469,561 .20 
889,920 .00 
FY 1968 .. . . 1 o o o o · o _, e $ 
FY 1969 . 0 I O O O O O O 0 I O $ 
FY 1970 . o e o " , o $ 
FY 1971 ti 6 II o O 11 $ 
Total 
2. Requested obl i gati on of funds ..... , . 
3,306,935,17 
$ 2,358,726 . 46 
. $ 2,309,101.46 
. $1,890,009.23 3. Fun
ds obl igated by Bureau of Outdoor Recreation .. 
4. Re i mbu rs ements from Federal Government .... . . 
All ocati ons for projec ts of political subdivisions . 
1. Federa l apportionments credited to politi cal subdivisions (40% of total LWCF 
2. 
3 . . 
4. 
apporti onmen ts to Nebraska) : 
FY 1965 . ·. . • , . 0 0 0 I O $ 
FY 1966 ....... · .... . II O O o i, o o $ 
FY 1967 , , . . 
FY 1968 e o e o o o o o . e II o o o o o o 
.. $ 
.. $ 
.. $ FY 1969 . . . . 
FY l 970 . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
FY 19 71 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 II O 0 0 0 0 $ 
Conti ngency Grant (Project No . 31 -00029 
51,832 .00 
423 ,903 . 20 
285,094.69 
310,1 76.75 
227,296 .00 
313,040.80 
593,280.00 
Omah a) .... , , , ......... ... $ 193,494 .00 
Conti ngency Grant (Project No. 31-00044 
Omaha) ,, II o o o II o - • • " II fl o o · o " 
Centi n~ency Grant (Project No. 31 -00097 
Lin col n) c. 0 0 a 6° I ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 o P 0 . 
Total 
Requested .obl i gation of funds .......... . 
Funds obligated by Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. 
Reimbu rsements by State to political subdivisions 
a. Federal Funds . ... .. ..... ~ 
b. State Funds .. . . . II l!I II 0 
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• $ 16,718 .64 
. $ 150,000.00 
$ 3,564,836 .08 
. $ 2,535,575 .62 
$ 2,205,825.62 
. $ l ,677 ,593 . 31 
. $ 884,626.80 
• 
S u m m a r y  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  . F u n d  P r o j e c t s  C o m p  1  e t e d  ~ 1 9 7 0 .  
S t a t e  P r o j e c t s :  
P r o j e c t  
N u m b e r  ,  
3 1 - 0 0 0 0 4  
i '  
3 1 - 0 0 0 5 8  
3 1 - 0 0 0 5 9  
3 1 - 0 0 0 6 1  
3 1 - 0 0 0 7 1  
A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  L a n d s  f o r  
E n J a r g e m e n t  o f  P o n c a  
S t a t e  P a r k  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  J o h n s o n  
L a k e  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a  
~ i ~ u 1 s i t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p -
m e n t  o f  P l a t t e  V a l l e y  
C o s t  
T o t a l  F e d e r a l  
S t a t e  
$  3 7 , 4 0 2 . 3 0  $ 1 8 , 7 0 1 . 1 5  $ 1 8 , 7 0 1 . 1 5  
$ 1 2 2 , 7 8 3 . 7 3  $  ' 6 1 , 3 9 1 . 8 6  $  6 1 , 3 9 1 . 8 7  
W a y s i d e  A r e a s  $  5 4 , 4 8 8 . 6 0  $ 1 7 , 2 4 4 . 3 0  $  2 7 , 2 4 4 . 3 0  
M a r t i n ,  B a y  D e v e l o p m e n t  - -
L a k e  M c c o n a u g h y  $ 1 4 6 , 0 8 3 . 4 8 .  $  7 3 , 0 4 1 . 7 4  $  7 3 , 0 4 1 . 7 4  
C h a d r o n  S t a t e  P a r k  
D e v e l o p m e n t  $  4 4 , 9 1 7 . 9 5  $  2 2 , 4 5 ? . 9 7  $  2 2 , 4 5 8 . 9 8  
L o c a l  
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
P o l i t i .c a l  S u b d i v i s i o n  P r o j e c t s :  
3 1 - 0 0 0 2 5  
3 1 - 0 0 0 2 7  
3 1 - 0 0 0 2 9  
3 1 - 0 0 0 3 5  
3 1 - 0 0 0 6 3  
3 1 - 0 0 0 6 9  
3 1 - 0 0 0 7 3  
3 1 - 0 0 0 7 6  
3 1 - 0 0 0 8 2  
3 1 - 0 0 0 9 1  
3 1 - 0 0 0 9 7  
3 l - 0 0 1 Q 6  
G e n o a  - - D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
M u n i c i p a l  P a r k  $  2 9 , 7 6 9 . 1 2  $ 1 4 , 8 8 4 . 5 6  $  7 , 4 4 2 . 2 8  $  7 , 4 4 2 . 2 8  
H a l l  C o u n t y  - - L a n d  o f  
P r a i r i e  P i o n e e r  O u t d o o r  
R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  $ 1 2 7 , 5 5 1 . 6 9  $  6 2 , 5 7 5 . 0 0  $ 3 1 , 2 8 7 . 5 0  $  3 3 , 6 8 9 . 1 9  
O m a h a  - - A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
. 2 6 7 .  5  a c r e s  · f o r l  R e g i o n a l  
P a r k  $ 6 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $ 1 9 3 , 4 9 4 . 0 0  $ 1 0 3 , 1 2 5 . 0 0  $ 3 2 8 , 3 8 1 . 0 0  
L i n c o l n  - - H o l m e s  P a r k  
D e v e l o p m e n t  $ 2 0 7 , 5 8 3 . 9 0  $ 1 0 3 , 7 9 1 . 9 5  ·  $  5 1 , 8 9 5 . 9 7  $ 5 1 , 8 9 5 . 9 8  
H a r v a r d  - - D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
E a s t  a n d  W e s t  P a ~ k s  $  2 0 , 9 8 2 . 7 7  $ 1 0 , 1 8 1 . 5 0  $  5 , 0 9 0 . 7 5  $  5 , 7 1 0 . 5 2  ·  
V a l l e y  - - M u n i c i p a l  S w i m - ·  
m i n g  P o o l  !  $  8 5 , 0 2 0 . 0 0  $ 3 2 , 6 5 0 . 0 0 .  $ 1 6 , 3 2 5 . 0 0  $  3 6 , 0 5 5 . 0 0  
F r i e n d  - - C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
B a t h h o u s e  $ 3 1 , 7 7 7 . 4 6  $  9 , 2 5 0 . 0 0  $  4 , 6 2 5 . 0 0  $  1 7 ~ 9 d 2 . 4 6  
A r t h u r  V i  1 1  a g e  a n d  C o u n t y  
- - S w i m m i n g  P o o l  D e v e l o p -
m e n t  $ 4 1 , 6 2 0 . 0 0  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $ 1 7 , 6 2 0 . 0 0  
W a h o o  - - D e v e l o p m e n t  . o f  
M u n i c i p a l  P a r k  $  2 6 , 6 8 6 . 2 0  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $ 1 1 , 6 8 6 . 2 0  
U n a d i l l a - ~  A c q u i s i t i o n  
o f  E a s t v i e w  F i e l d  $ .  2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  1 ~ 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  5 0 0 . 0 0  $  5 0 0 . 0 0  
L i n c o l n  - - A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
2 1 4  a c r e s  f o r  N o r t h e a s t  
P a r k  $ 3 0 7 , 9 9 2 . 2 1  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  7 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  $  8 2 , 9 9 2 . 2 1  
B e l l e v u e  - - A c q u i s i t i o n  
o f  2 6  a c r e s  f o r  a d d i t i o n  
t o  H a w o r t h  P a r k  $  3 6 , 2 4 6 . 0 0  $ 1 8 , 1 2 3 . 0 0  $  9 , 0 6 1 . 5 2  $  9 , 0 6 1 . 5 0  
3 1 - 0 0 0 7 8  S c o t t s b l u f f  - - F r a n k  P a r k  
B a s e b a l l  D i a m o n d s  $  3 0 , 2 1 5 . 0 0  $ 1 5 , 1 0 7 . 5 0  $  7 , 5 5 3 . 7 5  $  7 , 5 5 3 . 7 5  
3 1 - 0 0 0 8 0  G r e t n a  - - M u n i c i p a l  S w i m -
m i n g  P o o l  ,  $ 1 0 3 , 0 4 1 . 3 7  $  4 0 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  $  2 0 , 2 5 0 . 0 0  $ 4 2 , 2 9 1 . 3 7  
3 1 - 0 0 0 9 8  K e n e s a w  - - C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
M u n i c i p a l  S w i m m i n q  P o o l  $  6 7 , 1 2 4 . 4 2  $  2 9 , o o g _. _o _ o  . . . .  _$  l ~ , _5 9 0 . 0 0  $  2 3 , 6 2 4 . 4 2  
3 1 - 0 0 0 6 8  , '  A s h  1  a ·n a ~ ~M u n l c l p a  t  .  - . .  .  . .  .  .  -. - .  · .  ,  · ,  
S w i m m i n g  P o o 1 ' ; · ,  · , ·  $  7 7 , 6 0 2 : :6 1  . $ ' 3 7 ~ 4 5 C l r 0 0  ' . $ . 1 ' 8 , 7 2 5 : 0 o  $  2 1 , 4 2 7 . 6 1  
· P a g e  1 9  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  a . e v e l o p m e , n t  p r o j e c t s  c o m p l e t e d  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  i n '  p r o g r e s s :  S o m e  1 4  s t a t e  p r o j e c t s  a r e  a c t i v ~  a t  t h e  c l o s e  
o f  c i l e n d a r  y e , r  1 9 7 0 ,  a s  w e l l  ~ s  3 8  p r o j e c t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s ~ b d i v i s i o n s .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  
a r e  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  c o m p l e t i 0 n  a n d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a c t i v i t y  u n d e r  t h e  
L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d  P r o 9 r a m .  '  
F E D E R A L  A I D  T O  F I S H  A N D  W I L D L I F E  R E S T O R A T I O N  
- - - - . - - - - - -
I n  1 9 3 7 ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  A i d  i n  W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t  w a s  p a s s e d .  T h i s  a c t ,  w h i c h  
i s  c o ~ m o n l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n  p r o g r a m ~  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  r e 6 e i p t s  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  a n  1 1  p e r c e n t  F e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x  l e v i e d  a g a i n s t  a r m s  a n d  a m m u n i t i o n  b e  
a p p o r t i o n e d  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  C o m p a n i o n  
l ~ g i s l a t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  1 9 5 0  w h e n  t h e  F e d e r a l  A i d  i n  S p o r t  F i s h  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t  w a s  
a p p r o v e d .  T h i s  a c t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  D i n g e l l - J o h n s o n  p r o g r a m .  T h e  
r e v e n u e  ~ h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  D i n g e l l - J o h n s o n  p r o g r a m  c q m e s  f r o m  a  1 0  p e r c e n t  f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  
t a x  o n  f i s h i n g  r o d s ,  c r e e l s ,  r e e l s ,  b a i t s ,  a n d  l u r e s , .  T o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  
a ~ t a t e  m a s t  a s s e n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A c t s .  M o n i e s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e s e  t a x e s  
a r e  a p p o r t i o n e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r m u l a s .  
B e f o r e  a  p r o j e c t  i s  i n i t i a t e d ,  t h e  s t a t e  m u s t  s u b m i t  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  
s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  w o r k  d e s c r i b e d .  T h e  w o r k .  
p r o p o s ~ d  i s  t h e n  p e r f o r m e d  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e  a f t e r  w h i c h  7 5  p e r c e n t  p f  : t h e  s t a t e
1
s  c o s t s  
a r e  r e i m b u r s e d  f r o m  f e d e r a l - a i d  f u n d s ,  F e d e r a l  a i d  m o n i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  w h i c h  a n y  u n o b l  i  g a t e d  m o n e y  r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  
N e b r a s k a  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n o  s u c h  l o s s  i n  t h e  p a s t  1 4  y e a r s .  
D u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  t h e  P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n  p r o g r a m  m a d e  $ 5 8 5 , 5 0 8 . 9 9  a v a i l a b l e  t o  N e b r a s k a  
f o r  w o r k  p e r t a i n i n g  t q  g a m e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  T h e  D i n g e l l - J o h n s o n  p r o g r a m  e a r m a r k e d  ·  
$ 1 6 1 , 9 4 5 , 1 2  f o r  w o r k  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  f i s h  r e s t o r a t i o n .  
D u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  e x p e n d i t u r e s  ( f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  s h a r e s )  w e r e  
a s  f o l l o w s :  
F i s h e r i e s  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  F - 7 - D  
H a b i t a t  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  W- 1 7 - D  
D e v e l o p m e n t  
S a c r a m e n t o  G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  W - 2 3 - D  
P l a t t s m o u t h  W a t e r f o w l  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a ,  W- 2 9 - D  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  O f f i c e / L a b o r a t o r y  B u i l d i n g ,  
F W - 1 1 - D  
R e s e a r c h  
F i s h e r i e s  R e s e a r c h ,  F - 4 - R  
W i l d l i f e  S u r v e y  &  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  W- 1 5 - R  
R e s e a r c h  S t u d i e s  o n  T e r r e s t r i a l  W i l d l i f e ,  W- 3 8 - R  
P a g e  2 0  
$  
5 3 , 1 1 0 . 8 0  
$  
1 8 7 , 9 5 9 . 6 9  
$  3 4 , 3 9 4 . 1 0  
$  
3 2 , 4 8 7 . 4 8  
$  
6 3 0 , 3 9 7 . 2 3  
$  7 7  , 0 1 3 , 6 6  
$ 1 8 8 , 2 3 8 . 8 5  
$  6 0 , 6 0 0 . 0 7 ,  
$  
9 3 8 , 3 4 9 . 3 0  
$  3 2 5 , 8 5 2 . 5 8  
Coord i nati on 
Fish & Wildlife, Management Coordination, 
FW-6-C 
$ 18,460 .64 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES e • • , • , 1,282,662 ,52 
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 
The Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act of 1964 provides financial 
aid to the states and territories for projects directed toward the economic improvement 
of the domestic commercial fishing industry. Projects funded under this program are 
designed to study, develop, or conserve the commercial fisheries res ource, 
The one project, 4-57-R , in Neb ras ka funded this program is desi gned to provide 
more efficient utilization of undesirable species, e,g , carp, carp-suckers, and shad, 
This study is being carried out on the North Platte Rive r directly upstream from 
Lake Mcconaughy , Expenditures du ring 1970 we re $24,617,53 of wh ich Federal funds 
paid 75 percent . 
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLANNING 
From April through November of 1969, the Plann i ng Section was without a staff, 
The senior planner and one of the assistant planners began work in December , The 
other assistant planner returned from active mil itary duty in September, 1970 . As 
a result of the personnel changes, considerable time was spent in t he familiarization 
of the staff with the duties of the Section and a reorganization of planning functions, 
A summary of the Planning Section activities include the following: 
(l) The major plann ing effort of the year was directed toward the t ompl~tion 
(2) 
(3) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Plan , The land and water resources of the State 
were inventoried and the predicted changes in the use and availability 
of these resources were compiled , These inventories and projections 
comprise the chapters of the plan entitled: 11 Land tJse Changes 11 and 
11 Water Use Changes 11 , Demand for fish and wildlife resources was upc;lated 
us i ng the preliminary 1970 census figures and popul ati on forecasts given 
in the outdoor recreatio~ plan to calculate the demand estimates for the 
newly fo rme d twenty-six plann ing regions , The demand estimates we re then 
grouped and summarized for the seven major planniDg regions of the Game 
Commission rather than the previously required fourteen SEA's, The fisheries 
inventory data were revised i n order to group .the county summary data into 
the standardized twenty--six 'planning r~gions , This information was then 
summarized in the seven major planning regi ons., These sections of the 
Fish and Wildlife Plan were submitted for preliminary review and editing. 
Preliminary surveys were begun as a pa rt of the Lower Platte River Basin 
Study, . The studies were conducted to determine the po ten ti al of .a proposed 
dam and reservoir on the Platte Ri ver between Linco ln and Omaha for 
supplying outdoor recreation facilities i n eastern Nebraska , Additdonal 
wor k was discontinued when the Platte dam project was withdrawn from 
consideration by the Corps of Engineers, 
On site summer surveys were conducted on six outdoor recreation areas by 
··the Commissi on , . The purpose of the surveys was to obtain information about 
. the people who use the areas and the adequacy of facilities, The information 
' received from the surveys was compiled by the University of Nebraska Computing 
Center. Analysis of the survey data will be cqmpleted early in 1971 , 
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( 4 }  A n n u a l  u p d a t i n g  a n d  ~ a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  1 9 6 8  S t a t ~  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  O u t d o o r  
R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  we r e  c o n t i n u e d ,  P l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n . J o , r  
t h e  p u b l i c a t d o n  o f  t h e  1 9 7 3  e d i t i o n  o f . t h e  S t . a t e  O u t d o o r ' R E : ! C r e a t i o n , ; P l a n  
a r e  c o n t i ' r a u f o g - a s  s c h e d u l e d ,  P e r i o d i c  p l a n  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  r e q µ i r e d .  t o  
m a i n t a i n
1  
N e b r a s k a
1
. s  e l i b i b i l i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  g r a n t s - i n - a i d  f r o m  t h e  L q n d  ·  
a n d  W a  t E i r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d  o  - ·  ·  ' , !  
( 5 )  W i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t ~ n c e  o f  t h e  H, Uo Oo  _g r a n t  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S t a t e  Of f i c e  o f - P l a n n i n g  a n d  P r o g r a m mi n g ,  t h e  P l a n n i n g  S e c t i o n  b e g a n  a n .  
i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e n v i r o n me n t a l  f e a t u r e s  , wi t h i n  a n ' . ' e l e v e n ~ c o u n t y  
a r e a  o f  N e b r a s k a ,  Th e  a r e a ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  . Ea s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  U r b a n : R e g i o n ,  
i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t h o s e · c o u n t i e s  w h i c h  n o w  h a v e  t h e  h i g h e s t ~u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s .  
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  . p r o j ~ c t  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  ma p  a r e a s  h a v i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t ·  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f e a t u r e s o  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a r e  t o · . b e  s u b m i t t e d  
t d  t h e  S t ~ t e  O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g  a n d  P r o g r a m m i n g  b y  S e p t e m b e r  l ,  1 9 i 1 .  
( 6 ) .  P 1 a n n i r ; i g  p e r s o n n e l  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h ,e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s t u d y  a n d  
r e v i e w  o f  i n t e r - a g e n c y  p l a n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  . S t a t e  W a t e r  P l a n ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  -
w a t e r  b a s i n  a n d  r e s i e r , v o i r  d e v e f o p m e n t  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s ,  T h e  m u l t i - d i ~ c i p l i n a r y  
a p p r o a c h  t a .  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  1 9 7 0  F e d e r a l ·  
l e g i s 1 a t i o n  d e m a n d s  i n c r e a s e d  s t u d y  a n d  t i m e  i n  t h e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  
P a g e  2 2  
F  I  S  H  E  R  I  E  S  
T h e  F i s h e r i e s  Di v i s i o n
1
s  c h i e f  a s s i g n m e n t ; j s t o  p e r p e t u a . t e  : a n d  d e v e l o p  N e b r a s k a ' s  
a q u a t i c  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  u s e .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  f i s h ,  f r o g s ,  
t u r t l e s ,  c r a y f i s h  a n d  f r e s h w a t e r  m u s s e l s ,  a n d  t h e  h a b i t a t  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e m  i n c l u d e s  
p e r m a n e n t  s t r e a m s ,  a r t i f i c i a l  p u b l i c  l a k e s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r s ,  p r i v a t e  p o n d s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  
l a k e s ,  T h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  f o u r  m a i n  s e c t i o n s ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  f i s h  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f i s h  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N :  
T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e c t i o n  p l a n s ,  o r g a n i z e s ,  d i r e c t s  a n d  c o n t r o l s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
t h e  D i v i s i o n . ·  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  wi t h  o t h e r  D i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  a n d  g r o u p s .  O t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n c l u d e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  b a s i c  b u s i n e s s  r e c o r d s ,  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s ,  s t a t e w i d e  s t o c k i n g  
r e c o r d s  a n d  g e n e r a l  f i l e s .  A l l  s p e c i a l  f i s h e r y  p e r m i t s  a r e  a l s o  i s s u e d .  W h i l e  t h e  
p r i m a r y  u s e  o f  r e s o u r c e s  i s  f o r  s p o r t  f i s h i n g ,  N e b r a s k a
1
s  f i s h i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a l s o  
u s e d  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  p u r p o s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  f i s h e r i e s  a r e  a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  c o m m e r c i a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
a n d  p r i v a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  •  
.  
F I S H  P R O D U C T I O N :  
F i s h  f o r  s t o c k i n g  N e b r a s k a  w a t e r s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  f i v e  s t a t e  f i s h  p r o d u c t i o n  
s t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  G r e t n a ,  j u s t  o f f  I n t e r s t a t e  8 0 ;  G r o v e  T r o u t  R e a r i n g  S t a t i o n ,  
2  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  R o y a l ;  N o r t h  P l a t t e  F i s h  P r o d u c t i o n  S t a t i o n ,  4  m i l e s  . s o u t h e a s t  
o f  N o r t h  P l a t t e ;  R o c k  C r e e k  F i s h  P r o d u c t i o n  S t a t i o n ,  5  mi l e s  n o r t h  o f  P a r k s ;  a n d  
t h e  V a l e n t i n e  S t a t i o n ,  2  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  V a l e n t i n e .  F i s h  f o r  s t o c k i n g  a r e  a l s o  
o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S a l v a g e  a n d  Di s t r i b u t i o n  S t a t i o n  l o c a t e d  a t  N o r t h  
P l a t t e ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i s h  p r o d u c e d  i n  N e b r a s k a  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  f r o m  s a l v a g e  a n d  
s e i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  f i s h  a r e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h r o u g h  
f i s h  t r a d e s .  
G r e t n a  H a t c h e r y :  T h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  h o l d i n g ,  a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a t c h a b l e  
s i z e  r a i n b o w  f r o m  Gr o v e  a n d  R o c k  Cr e e k  t o  t h e  T w o  Ri v e r s  T r o u t . L a k e  i s  a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  
o f  t h i s  s t a t i o n .  T h e s e  f i s h  a r e  m o v e d  t o  G r e t n a  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  T r o u t  L a k e  a s  n e e d e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r o u t  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  G r e t h a  u n i t  r e a r s  
w a r m w a t e r  f i s h ,  a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t e s  f i s h  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t r a d e s  f r o m  s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l .  
a n d  o u t  o f  s t a t e  h a t c h e r i e s .  C o h o  s a l m o n  e g g s  w e r e  h a t c h e d  a t  t h e  u n i t  ~ u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  
F i s h  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  t o t a l l e d  1 2 8 , 6 1 1  w a r m  a n d  c o l d w a t e r  f i s h ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c o h o  s a l m o n ~  l a r g e m o u t h  b a s s ,  a n d  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 , 8 5 4 , 9 5 4  f i s h  
o b t a i n e d  f r o m  o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s  w e r e  s t o c k e d  o u t  o r  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  i n c l u d i n g  r a i n b o w  
t r o u t ,  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  l a r g e m o u t h  b a s s ,  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h ,  n o r t h e r n  p i k e  a n d  w a l l e y e .  
A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t . o f  t i m e  w a s  s p e n t  o n  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p a i r  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  
T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d ,  b u i l d i n g  o f  c a t c h  b a s i n s  i n  r e n o v a t e d  p o n d s ~  r e p a t f  o f  
w a t e r  s u p p l y  l i n e s ,  g r o u n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  g r a s s  p l a ~ t i n g ;  r e m o v a l  o f  d e a d  e l m  t ~ e e s ,  
p l a n t i n g  o f  n e w . t r e e s ~  a n d  r e m o v a l  o f  b r o k e n  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  A  n e w  
w a t e r  s 1 , . 1 p p l y  s y s t e m  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  h a t c h e r y  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  
a r e a ,  
, 1  . . . . .  ,  , ,  :  
P a g e  2 3  
Grove Trout Rearing Stati on: This un it conti nued to produce trout for stocking 
at the Two Rivers Trout Lake, and northeast Neb raska trout streams . A total of 
134i302 trout w~igh i ng 79~682 pounds we ~e stocked out du ri ng the yea~~ ·' · 
In addition to fish production. bu i ld i ngs and .grounds we re mai ntained, and 
improved . Two new concrete raceways, wa ter di stri bution system, and -a new ·stream 
dive rsion structure was comp leted provi di ng additiona l production capacity • . 
No rth Platte Hatchery: Production incl uded nor thern pi ke, walleye, smallmouth 
bas$, stri ped bass and f athead mi nnows. Hatchery propagati on of nor thern pike, .· 
wal1eye and smallmouth bass ori ginated with the coll ecti on of eggs or fry from 
establ is hed popula,tions cif these_ speci es in stat e wate rs. - Striped bass fry were 
obta i ned from Sou t h Carolina and Vi rgin i a through fis h trades . Fathead minnow brood 
stock were obtained from a private hatchery. 
No rthe rn pi ke eggs we re collected from pi ke populati ons i n Nebraska Sandhill -
l~kes and we re t ~ansported to this un it for hatchi ng and reari ng . A total of 7~163~253 
fry and eyed eggs were produced from 8,871 ,930 green eggs; Fingerling producti on · 
totalletj 93,776 fis h. 
Walleye eggs wer~ ob t ai ned at t he Lewe llen t rap and al ong the dam at McConaughy -
and from Maloney Reservoir. Approxi ma tely 15,840,000 eggs we re handled at the-' hatchery . 
Extr~ eggs and f ry were t raded to Federal and other Stat e Organ i zati ons ; Rearing 
ponds produced 521,594 fi ngerli ng wal l eye . -
Smal lmouth bass fry we re collected at Mcconaughy .Reservoir. Six reari ng ponds 
produced 112;862 f i ngerl i ng small mouth . 
A total of 12,000 f athead mi nnows, excess from stri ped bass fo rage needs, were 
held o~er for next yea rs brood stock. 
Experiments i n t he producti on of stri ped bass finger ling continued i n 1970. , 
. Fry were obatined from Sou t h Carolina and Vi rgi nia . Because of air transportation 
strikes ~a.nd trans portat i on me thods, fry arri ved at the hatchery in -generally poor 
c6nd it1 on . A total of 10 ,832 fi ngerli ng were stocked i n Nebraska waters. 
Rock Creek Hatchery: Th ·is unit continued to hatch and rear rai nbow trout , , 
Fingerl ing trout are reared to catchable size fo r stocking Two Rivers Trout Lake, 
Fingerli ng t rout are also transferred to Grove Reari ng Statt on , and provi ded for 
stocki ng ,streams . Coho salmon eggs we re hatched . 
A total of 225 ,562 fish were produced and stocked ou t ,or transferred i ncluding 
100,888 rai nbow , 97~ 200 coho salmon, and 23,474 kamloop t rout • . Total we i ght of fish 
produced was 52,863 pounds o · 
In additi on to fish producti on bu il di ngs~ rearing _un its and :grounds were maintained 
du ri ng the year . A fis h grader was bu ilt, a portable feed bin was constructed, and 
a por table fish wei gh ing system was constructed, all of which increased efficiency, 
• Va l en tine Hatchery : Thi s _hatchery continued to r~ar numerous species of :fish _ 
including spotted bass, l argemouth bass, rock bass , and coho salmon . Northern pike 
eggs were suppl i ed for the enti re sta te and for use i n trades wi th other sta tes and 
the Federal Service ~ A total of 23,151,930 pi ke eggs were ta ken i n 1970. In addition, 
580,059 fjsh we rg handled du ri ng the year i ncl udi ng f ish produced and stocked and 
transferred to bther hatcheries, recei ved f r om other hatcheri es and stocked and 
salvaged fis h. In addi t i on to fis h production, numerous improvements were made on 
rearing ponds, build ings , an9 grounds, Equ i pment was repai red and mainta ined. -
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Sal vage and Dis t ri bu tion: This proj ect invo·lves sal vage of fis h from canal s, 
co 11 ection of carp and bull heads fo r pu t-and-take stock i ng, coarse fi sh r emoval' f or 
sale, fish popul ation sampl i ng and popula ti on man i pu lat i on for fi sh management pu rposes, 
collecti on of fis h for spawni ng operat i ons , and transportati on of f is ho Du ri ng 1970, 
26 lakes, canals, .and reservoirs we re i nvolved i n t he vari ous fis h removal and sampling 
opera ti ons. A total of 206,144 pounds of rough fis h pl us 329,214 ot her f is h were 
handled du ri ng t he year o In add i t i on 16 new nets were cons t ructed and 188 nets were 
re paired o Normal mai ntenance of bu il di ngs , grounds, and equi pmen t was carried out . 
FISH MANAGEMENT: The fis hery management section is respons i bl e for managemen t of the 
awuatic renewable resou rces, and hab itats of the state o The pr imary objective is to 
produce the maxi mum numbers of desi rable speci es and si zes of f i shes i n wate rs where 
fish population con trol is pract i cal. In wat ers where population control is no t 
practi cal, i n whole or i n part, the pri mary ob jective i s to secure i nformation, which 
is useful i n develop i ng the desirabl e fishes and, wh i ch is useful i n ach i eving 
ut ilizati on of all fis hes, The attempt to ach i eve t hese objectives i nvol ves many 
act ivi t i es including fish populat ion i nven tories of l akes and streams, creel census, 
fis h tagging, hab i tat i mp rovement , populat i on man i pul ati on, renovati on, new fis h 
i ntroductions, acqu i sition of new fis hing waters, recommendations , and assistance to 
private pond owners, and speci al stud i es o 
These acti viti es are carri ed out by fi sh manag~ment pe~sonnel l ocate~ i n fi ve 
dis tric t offices, pl us personne l on spec ia'1 projects at Lewellen, Hasti ngs and Colurnbus o 
Fish Populat i on Surveys: They are carried out on reserv0irs , lakes, ponds and 
streams throughout the state . Surveys provi de information on fi~ h populati ons concerni ng 
distri buti on, relati ve abundance, sizes, growt h rates, su rvival of stocked fis h, 
oppor tun i t i es for habitat improvement, eva l uati on of managem~nt techn i ques and prov i de 
a basis for regulati ons . Fis h populati ons we re sampl ed i n 55 lakes total i ng 45,234 
acres, and i n 15 st reamso 
Cree l Census: Creel census prov i des i nformation on use of va rious wate rs by 
anglers and harvest. L'm1ted cree l census was carried ou t on Pe lican l ake o A complete 
ang ler use record was mai nt ai ned on Two Rivers Trout Lake c A strati fied random creel 
and press ure check was con ducted on Lake Ogall ala to meas ure use of the trout popu l at i on 
follow i ng renovati on i n 1969 . 
Fish Taggin_g_: This acti vity provi des informa tion on stocki ng success, seasonal 
mi gration, ha rvest, and population s ize . A total of 38~120 f1s h were tagged or otherwise 
ma rked du r ing the year , Species included r ainbow and brnwn t rout , largemouth bass, 
wh ite bass, nor the rn pi ke , wh i te crappi e, bl uegill, flathead ca tfi sh, channel catfish, 
carp, carpsucker, walleye , drum, yellow pe rch, bl ack bul lhead and bi gmout h buffalo , 
Hab i tat Improvemen t: Hab i tat i mprovement of varyi ng ki nds was carr ied out on 
six l akes and two streams o Lake wor k i nvol ved i mp rovi ng wal l eye spawh i ng hab i tat at 
Lake Maloney , aerati on to prevent wi nterk i 11 on lakes at the Fremont State Recreati on 
Area , i nstallation of a f i sh barri er at Overton Lake, and control l ed water level 
fluctuat'ion on Hayes Center, Wellfleet and Rock Creek Lakeso Fences were ma i nt ained 
on Ni ne Mi le and Otter Creeks. 
Popu lation Man i pu1ation : The practice is carri ed out i n wa t ers where practical . 
This practice i nvolves removi ng rough f ish or over populated game f is h popu l ati ons by 
nets . Objectives are t o i mprove conditi ons for survival of res tocked fish and i mprove 
growth of remai ni ng fish , This wo rk was carri ed ou t on si x bod i es of wa ter tota li ng 
398 acres . Speci es removed i ncluded bluegill , wh i te sucker, carp, carpsucke r , black 
bullhead, and crappi e. 
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Renovat i on : Renova t i on i s a form of populati on man i pula ti on used in si tua ti ons 
where fish popula ti ons are compl et ely unprodu cti ve of desirable fis h and good con trol 
over rei nfestati on of undesi rable f is h i s possi ble . In such wor k the entire fis h 
~. popu lati on is removed by chemical t rea tmen t and des irable game f is h are restocked . 
Du ri ng t he year a pa r t i al renovation was attempted on one small publ ic l ake. Seven 
pri vate or club l akes were renovated wh ich tota l led 26 acres. 
New Fi sh S~eci es: The i ntroduct i on of stri ped bas s con t i nued wi t h t he stocki ng 
of 11,093nsh 1n Mcconaughy Reservo ir. Ro ck bass we re stocked i n Rockford Lake . 
New Fis hi ng Wat ers: No new f is hi ng wate rs were acquired du r ing the year . 
1
• Miscell aneous: Miscel l aneous ac ti viti es incl uded t he presen t ati on of 20 prog rams 
t o vari ous groups t hroughout t he state . In additi on 45 admi ni strative and spec i al 
re ports, concerni ng managemen t act i vi t i es, or i n some way related t o fi sheries, we re 
comp leted . 
SPEC IAL PROJECTS: 
Pond Management : This proj ect is concerned pri mar i ly with managemen t of pr i vate 
fis hing ponds i n t he state. Managemen t acti viti es invol ve coordi na t i on wi t h other 
state and fede ral groups, promotion of pond managemen t wo r k shops t hroughou t the 
state , provi di ng pond owners with techn i cal assi stance and management recommendations , 
and t he devel opmen t of publ icati ons, l eaf lets and articl es on pond managemen t fo r 
distri bu t i on to pond owne rs . A series of one day pond managemen t workshops held i n 
Otoe, Lancaster , Johnson, Pawnee, Richardson , Nemaha , Jefferson, Fill mroe, Cass, Butler, 
Seward, Saunders and Sal i ne counti es. Programs on pond management were presen t ed to 
five groups du r ing the yea r i ncl ud i ng 185 people , Du ri ng 1970, a to t al of 477 
app lications fo r pond stocki ng was rece i ved, with 397 t ota l i ng 1,465 acres approved 
for stocki ng . Addi t i onal requests we re recei ved from pond owners aski ng for t echn ical 
assistance . . A total of 173. 7 acres , numbering 33 ponds , was renovated and restocked" 
There were 41 3,1 01 fis h stocked i n ponds duri ng t he year . 
Rough Fis h Utilization: Wo r k on t his project was pri mari ly directed to research 
on devel op i ng methods for inc reas i ng the uti l izati on of f ood f i shes i n streams t hrou gh 
development of info rmation on life history and popula tion dynamics of species i nvo lved . 
Approximately 35 mi les of streams were samp led wi th el ectro-f is hi ng gear, A t ota l of 
910 fis h were tagged and 1,934 f i sh were ma rked by fi ncli pping and ret urned to t he 
streams to secure i nformati on on angler ha rvest, fis h mi grations, standi ng crops, and 
to test new taggi ng t echn iques. Standard tagg i ng t echn iques t ri ed i n 1969 we re fo und 
to be uns ui t ab l e , As a resul t dur ing 1970, t hese expe ri mental tagging me t hods we re used. 
One method shows grea t promise (dri ll i ng a 0.03-i nch ho l e i n a spi ne and then pass i ng 
monofilamen t l i ne through the ho l e), t he second method shows consi de rab le promise (drilli ng a ho l e th rough t he t hi ckest part of t he opercl e for monofil ament) and t he 
t hi rd met hod al so shows consi de rable promise (passi ng monofil ament t hrough t he lower 
opercl e wi th a need le) . Al l t hree tags have shown better ret en ti on and less irri tati on 
t han any of the four tag types used i n 1969 , One more yea r of study is needed before 
a f ul l eval uati on of the new techn i que can be achi eved , 
Less than t hree percent of t he t ags pl aced on st ream car p were ret ur ned by 
fis hermen i n 1970 , . This aga i n po i nts ou t t he l ow utili zati on of an available resou rce . 
Additi ona l i nformati on was collected concerni ng .seasonal .movements of carp, 
carpsucker , and channel catfish i n Lost Creek, Taylor Creek, and Vic to ri a Creek . 
Experi menta l stocki ng of .fi nge rli ng nor the rn pi ke i n headwater nu rsery areas of 
si x streams was studied . Factors af fecti ng rela ti ve success were correla t ed . 
Two potentia l polluti on areas we re mon itored during the year , One area is t he 
Loup PowerCanal below t he Co l umbus Industri al t ract , The other i s Lost Creek downstream 
from t he Schuyler Beef Packi ng Pl ant . 
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A fish population survey was started on the 35 mile long Loup Power Canal upstream 
from Lake Babcock . 
Five programs were presented during the year and four technical reports were 
written , 
Comme rcial Fishery Investigations: The Commercial fisheries project is concerned 
with establishing the seasonal mi gration and availability of commercial fishes from 
Mcconaughy Reservoir into the No rth Platte River upstream . Objectives are to establish 
the seasonal pertcids of movement of each speci es of fish, the magn itude of this 
movement, and the potential for annual harvest . Information om fish migration is 
collected at an electric barrier and fish trap located on the River about three miles 
East of Lewellen . During 1970 addit i onal informati on on periods of seasonal movement 
wer~ established for severa l species, and life hi story informati on was collected on 
~ n~mber of species . During the yeaf a total of 31,483 fish were collected in the 
trap including rainbow trout, brown trout, walleye, wh ite bass, carp, river carpsucker, 
quillback, gizzard shad, northern pike, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, channel 
catfish, white sucker, longnose sucker, coho salmon, stri ped bass, and freshwater drum . 
In addition to sampling if fish at the river trap, sampling of fis h in Mcconaughy was 
carried ou t in 1970 . The objective is to gain an understandi ng of the relationship 
between mi grati ng and reservoir populations . Du ring the year seasonal availability 
of Reservoir fish was established from a total catch of 6,375 f i sh including 21 species. 
A total of 500 channel catfish and 500 walleye we re tagged at the Lewellen trap in 
1970 to study angler harvest. Anglers returned 46 channel catfis h tags and five walleye 
tags . 
Addit ional effort involved evaluating recent intnoduction of striped bass, coho 
sal mon and kokanee salmon , · 
Limnol ogx: This project is responsible for develop i ng basic information on 
Neb raska fi shing waters concerni ng Jimnological features i ncluding water quality, 
plankton and benthic organisms, and bas i c producti vity . Support is also given fish 
managemen t and fis h producti on programs on specialized studies . During 1910 field 
activities were curtailed by a reduction in the temporary staff and direction of effort 
towards compilation of field data collected in previ ous yea rs, into formal reports, 
and papers .for publ icati on . 
Field i nvesti gations we re concentrated on the following programs : 
l . Limnology of Lake Mcconaughy -- a continuing 12 month study of the rese rvoir's 
l imno logy and pri ma ry productiv ity, 
2. Completion of the Nebraska turbid ponds study -- l imnological variables 
measured at two ponds . 
3. Intermittent survey trips to several sandhill lakes and I-80 lakes, 
4. Conti nuat i on of Statewide surveys for locality records and ecological 
characteristics concerning: gastropona, phyllopoda and aquatic vegetation. 
,. A. total of five additional papers were in the final stages of preparation . 
Mig ratory Rainbow Trout Investigations: Studies, of the rainbow trout population 
that matures in Mcconaughy Reservoi r and migrates up the North Platte River to spawn 
in tributary stfeams, ·,·wer.e c.,·aor.1tinue9 . . ':iAdditi.onal ~information .was collected on life 
history concerning length of stream and lake residence, number of repeat spawnings 
and sex ratio, age a~d lengths of fish i n t~e spawning run. Tagging of spawners at 
the Lewellen trap was continued with 118 fish tagged from the fall run. Attempts to 
establish runs in new streams and strengthen runs in others, through stocking were 
continued, Trout fry were stocked in Otter and Winter Creeks . 
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Populati on estimates of juvenile trout were made in Otter Creek, Red Wi llow 
Creek, Wi nters Creek and Nine Mi le Creek . 
Fis h catch at the Lewellen trap has defined two spawning runs of rainbow trout . 
The fa ll r un begins i n September and continues into late November. The spri ng run 
s tar t s i n March and conti nues into April , Brown trout were collected at the Lewellen 
t r ap i n the lat~ spring and fall. These fish were tagged to gain informati on on 
upstream movement and spawning . 
Coho salmon were stocked into the Wi ldhorse Creek drainage, Morrill County, du ri ng 1970 . There were 4,095 coho, 6-10 inches, stocked during October and 117,200 f ry 
stocked in January. Subsequent stream sampling after the critical summer peri od ind icated very poor survival of .the fry stocking. 
Du ri ng the year, eight ·administrative reports were completed . Several programs 
were presented at techn i cal meetings and to local groups on the various aspects of 
the trout study. 
Inte rstate Project: This project i nvolves management of some 50 artifici al ly 
created publ i c gravel pits, located along the Interstate 80 in the Platte Valley . 
These lakes total near ly 900 acres . During the year fish population sampl i ng 
was carr ied out on seven lakes . Smallmouth bass were stocked in five lakes . Three · 
In t ers tate lakes suf fe red severe fish kil l s dur ing the spring and late summer . Cause 
of t he mortality was not determi ned; however, analysis of water samples revealed 
ni t rate levels of 10 ppm and ni trate level s of 68 ppm , In addit i on to management 
wo r k, walleye spawntaki ng and smallmouth bass fry collections were carr ied out . A 
t ot al of 15 ,840,000 walleye eggs were collected at Mcconaughy, the Lewel len Trap and 
Lake Maloney . Smallmouth bass fry to t al ling 125,000 were collected at Mcconaughy . 
Fi sh cultural activities were carr ied out on striped bass at the North Pl atte Hatchery, 
where 11,091 advanced fingerl i ng were produced . 
Fou r skin and scuba fish i ng contes t s, held at Mcconaughy Reservoir, were mon i to red du ri ng the yea r. During the four contests , 489 di vers spent 1,890 hou rs, and took 
16,255 pounds of rough fish and 537 .8 pounds of game fish . 
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G AME 
Determining populati on levels of the s tate ' s game bi rds and an i ma l s th rough 
various s urveys and formulat i ng recommendat i ons for hunti ng seasons on basis of 
this data are the pr imary fun ctions of the Game Divis ion c Recommendations of the 
Game Di vision are considered by members of the Commi ss i on when- dete rmining season 
lengths, bag l i mi ts, and other facto rs af fect i ng ha r ves t. 
Lloyd Van ce, who had been with the Game · and Parks Commis sion since 1939 and 
Game Divis i on ch i ef s i nce 1958, retired on September-- 8; Also · during 1970 , the 
Game Division was made part of the Bu reau of Wildt i'fe Ser vi ces · as pa rt of a 
reorganizati on of the Game and Parks Commiss ion c 
UPLAND GAME: 
Pheasants : Mid-summer surveys conducted by conservati on off i cers, bi ologi s ts 
and rural mail carrie rs indi cated a s tat ewide i ncrease t n t he pheasant populati on . 
The rural mail carrier survey , conducted i n l ate July, i ndi cat ed a 5 per cent i ncrease 
over 1969 i n total pheasant numbers, The Panhandle , Centr al and Southeast an 
showed mode rate increases ove r 1969, whi 1 e t he No rtheast · s howed a 17 per cent i nc rease , 
The Southwest area showed a s l i ght decl i ne , and the Sandhill region showed a 20 pe r 
cent drop o 
The 1970 hun ti ng seas on was 72 days i n l ength extending from Novembe r 7 t hrough 
January 17 0 Daily bag l i mi t was th ree , wh il e t he possess ion l imit was i ncreased 
from nine i n 1969 t o 15 , Season leng t h and bag l i mi ts we re statewi de " 
Open i ng weekend che ck stati ons recor ded hun ti ng s uccess at 1, 1 birds pe r hunte r 
day statewi de , This is an inc rease of 14 pe r cent ove r 1969 , A s l i ght i ncrease in 
hunter success was i ndicated in t he Panhandle and Southwest , and maj or in creases i n 
the Cen tral and No rtheast . The Southeast was the only area that sh owed a de cl i ne 
in hun ter success o Wea t he r condi tions on t he openi ng Saturday we re near pe rfect 
stat ewi de, but on Sunday all s tati ons repor ted r ai n or snow and str ong winds o 
Quai l: The summe r rura l mail car d er sur vey ind·icated a sl i ght decl i ne of t hree 
pe r cen t 1n the statewi de quai l popu l ation f rom 1969 0 The Southeas t , Repub lican~ 
West Platte and No r th Cent ral all showed sli gh t de clines, wh i le the Eas t Centra l 
and No rtheas t area refle cted increases o 
The wh istl e coun t survey conducted by Commi ssi on personne l showed a s t atew i de 
i nc rease of 25 per cent ove r 1969 0 The wh ist l e count · survey indi cated major increases 
in the No rtheas t , No r t h Centr al , Wes t Pl at t e and Repub lican areas and a sl i gh t 
i ncrease i n the Sou theast . The Eas t Centr al showed a de cl ine from 1969 0 
Acco rdi ng t o t he past 10 year average, t he 1970 quai l pop ulati on was nea r normal . 
The 1970 hunt i ng season r an concur rent with the pheas~.nt season extending 
from November 7 th rough January 17 0 Dai ly bag l i mit was 8 (6 in 1969) and possessi on 
limit 16 (12 in 1969) o Season length and bag l imi t s we re s tatewi de o 
Open i ng weekend che ck s t at ion da ta from the Southeas t area showed a s li gh t 
decline in hun t ing su cces s o No dat a is ye t avail able for the remainde r of t he s ta t e o 
Grouse : The 1970 gr ouse spri ng di s play ground counts refl ected a drop of 17 pe r 
cent f r om 1969, and 40 pe r cent below t he average of the pas t f i ve years o Prairi e 
chickens we re down 7 pe r cent f rom 1969 and 49 pe r cen t f rom the past f i ve year 
avarage. Sharptai 1s we re down 22 pe r cent f rom 1969 and 33 per cen t from t he pas t 
five year ave rage o 
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Brood surveys conducted by rural mail ·carriers '. in· the· Sandhills area indicated 
an 18 per cent decline in the grouse population from 1969. 
Production data collected by Commission personnel · showed· improved production 
over 1969 . The average brood size for sh-arptails was · 7;-0, ·a si ·gnificant increase 
over the 5.9 reported in 1969 . The .prairie - chicken brood ·size was 6. 2 compared to 
5.3 in 1969. 
The 1970 season opened October 3, 10 days later"than · in- 1969,· and closed 
November 15 . Season length was 44 days compared · to·,·42 days in 1969·. · Daily bag 
limit was 2 and possession limit 6 (4 in -- 1969) ·. ·: Th·e··b·oundary ·of ·the open area 
in the northern part of the state was moved from ·Highway Bl to- Highv,ray 14 . In the 
southwest the boundary was changed from Highway 183 to Highway 283 . 
Openin~ weekend check station data showed 
(birds/hour) up 8 per cent from 1969 . Prairie 
opening weekend harvest in 1970 compared to 19 
increased production for prairie chicken while 
1969 . 
B·per cent fewer · hunters and success 
chicken - comprise~- 21 per cent of 
per cent · in 1969 . Age ratios indicate 
sharptails remained about the same as 
Mourning Dove Banding: During the summer 4,686 doves were banded in accord 
with a quota of 5,000 which was established for Nebraska. The banding was a 
cooperative project with the Bureau of Sport Fisheries - and-Wildlife . 
Cottontails: Data recorded on quai l whistle count· routes showed no change from 
1969, while the summer rural mail carrier data reflected-a drop of 27 per cent. 
Limited age ratio information indicate better production than 1969 . 
The cottontail season extended from January l · to December 31, 1970 with a 
daily bag of 10 and possession limit of 30, · and from·· danuary ·l, 1971 through 
February 28 with a reduced daily bag of 7 and· possession limit· of 21. 
No 1970 hunting season data is available at tbis · time . According to the 1969 
hunter report card survey, hunting success for · that .. ye·ar was down · 32 per cent from 
1968 0 The calculated rabbit harvest was 274,600, which · is the · lowe·st ·· harvest in 
10 years . 
Squirrels: No surveys are conducted to determine~ squirrel · population levels . 
The 1970 squi rrel season opened September· l and closed· January 31 . Daily bag 
limit was 7 ~nd possession limit 21 . 
No 1970 hunting season data is available at this time·. · The 1969 hunter report 
card survey showed a harvest of 155,400 squirrels, up · l9 . 4 per cent from 1968 
indicating increased squirrel populations . 
Game Bird Introductions: During 1970, 7,974 chukar partridge which were 
produced at the Sacramento Game Management Area were released at 12 sites in 
Central and western Nebiaska . This is the sixth ·and final year that chukars were 
released . A total of 27,456 birds have been introduced into various habitat types . 
228 Crested Tinamou were raised at the Sacramento Game Farm in 1970 . A 
release of 90 Tinamou was made September 11 in the Benkelman area in southwest 
Nebraska . There are 179 Tinamou being kept at the Game Farm for future production. 
Permit Sales: The trend in upland game hunting permit· sales is presented to 
i 11 ustrate what has taken pl ace with regard to the numbers of hunters . Free 
landowner permits were first authorized following the 1963 legislative session, 
wh i ch is reflected in the drop between 1963 and 1964 . 
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W a t e r f o w l :  W a t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t _o f . t ~ e  s ~ p d h i l l ~  b r e e d i n g  h a b i t a t  
w e r e  p o o r  t o  f a i r  e x c e p t  f o r  i s o l a t e d ·  a r e a s ·  a t  t h e ·  t i m e  o f .  t h e  M a y  · d u c k  b r e e d i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n  s u r v e y .  W a t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  r a i n  b a s i n  r e g i o n  o f  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  
N e b r a s k a  w e r e  d r y  i n  t h e  e a s t  w i t h  f a i r · w a t e r ·  i n - t h e - · w e s t ,  T h e · · d r i e s t  s u m m e r  i n  3 2  
y e a r s  s o o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a l m o s t  n o  w a t e r " e K c e p t · f o r · s o m e · i r r i g a t i o n  w a s t e  w a t e r .  
T h e  s a n d h i l l  b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 1 3 , 9 ' 1 0  d u t k s , w a s  1 3  p e r  c e n t  a b o v e  1 9 6 9 .  
T h e  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  d u c k  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  7  , 6 4 0 - · r e p r e s e n t e d ·- - a  d e c r e a s e  o f  4 5  p e r  c e n t .  
M a l l a r d s ,  g a d w a l l s ,  b l u e - w i n g e d  t e a l  a n d - s h o v e l l e r s  c o m p r i s e d  8 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n "  E i g h t  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  w e r e  a ·l s o · · i d e n t i f i e d "  
D u c k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  r a i n  b a s i n s  w a s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  - A e r i a l  b r o o d  t r a n s e c t s  
w e r e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  s a n d h i l l s  i n  1 9 7 0 .  G r o u n d ·  t r a n s e c t  d a t a  i n d i c a t e d  b r o o d  
n u m b e r s  w e r e  d o w n  1 2  p e r  c e n t  f r o m  1 9 6 9  a n d  d u c k l i n g s  d o w n  n e a r l y  2 5  p e r  c e n t ,  
R e s l u t s  o f  b a n d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e :  2 , 0 3 5  w i n t e r i n g  m a l l a r d s ,  3 5 7  w h i t e f r o n t e d  
g e e s e  i n  M a r c h ,  1 6 7  s u m m e r  b a n d e d  d u c k s ,  
T h e  f i r s t  r e l e a s e s  o f  C a n a d a  g e e s e  i n  t h e  s a n d h i l l s ·  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  w e r e  
m a d e  i n  e a r l y  J u l y ,  1 9 7 0 ,  A  t o t a l  o f  1 0 4  g e e s e  w a s \ r e l e a s e d  o n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
l a k e s .  N i n e t y - s i x  o f  t h e  r e l e a s e d  b i r d s  w e r e  g o s H n g s ' a n d  e i g h t w e r e  a d u l t s  c u l l e d  
f r o m  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  f l o c k ,  T h e  J  9 7 0  g o o s e  h u n t i n g  t ~ g u - l a t i  o n s  c l o s e d  a  1  a r g e  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  s a n d h i l l s  t o  d a r k  g o o s e  ( C a n a d a s  a n d  w h i t e f r o n t s )  h u n t i n g  i n  a n  e f f d r t  t o  
a i d  s u r v i v a l  o f  r e l e a s e d  b i r d s  a n d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e : o f  g o o s e  r e l e a s e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
n o r t h  o f  N e b r a s k a  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p h a s e  o f  
t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
A  s p e c i a l  n i n e  d a y  t e a l  s e a s o n  ( S e p t e m b e r - 1 2 : , . 2 0 ) ·  h a d  o n l y  m o d e r a t e  p a r t i c i p a -
t i o n  w i t h  a  c a l c u l a t e d  3 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  1 3 , 1 3 0 ·  p e r m H t e e s  . .  n o t  h u n t i n g .  E x t r e m e l y  
d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  r e s t r i c t e d  h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  a n d
0
· n u m b e r  o f ·  b i r d s  · a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
h u n t e r s .  H u n t e r  b e h a v i o r  w a s  o n l y  s  1  i  g h t l y  i m p r o v e d  o v e r  p r e v i o u s  s e a s o n s .  
D u c k  h u n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  1 9 7 0 - 7 1  s e a s o n  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  7 0  d a y s  a n d  1 0 0  
p o i n t  b a g .  T h e  H i g h  P l a i n s  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  w e s t · o f · U , S .  H i g h w a y  8 3  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  
P l a t t e  r e c e i v e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  2 0  d a y s  o f  h u n t i n g  e x t e n d i n g  t h e · s e a s o n  t o  J a n u a r y  7 ,  
1 9 7 0  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  T h e  g o o s e  s e a s o n  w a s  - 7 5 ·  d a y s  ( O c t o b e r  1  t h r o u g h ·  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ) .  
F i n a l  h a r v e s t  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e · 1 9 7 0 ·  s e a s o n ,  S i n c e  t h e  h a r v e s t  
d a t a  f o r  t h e  1 9 6 9  s e a s o n  w e r e  n o t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n t i l ·  a f t e r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  
w a s  p r e  p a  r e d  ,  i  t  i  s  i  n  c l  u  d e  d  i  n  t h  i  s  r e p o r t  ,  
T a b l e  l ,  S p e c i e s  h a r v e s t  o f  w a t e r f o w l ,  1 9 6 9  s e a s o n ,  
S p e c i e s  
H a r v e s t  S p e c i e s  
H a r v e s t  
M a l l a r d  1 4 9 , 0 6 0  
W o o d  d u c k  2 , 7 3 0  
G r e e n - w i n g e d  t e a  1  3 9 , 1 1 0  M e r g a n s e r  1 , 6 4 0  
B l u e - w i n g e d  t e a l  2 1  , 8 8 0  
O t h e r  a n d  u n k n o w n  
P i  n t a i 1  1 2 , 3 1 0  d u c k s  4 , 6 5 0  
G a d w a l l  
1 5 , 0 4 0  
C a n a d a  g o o s e  9 , 2 7 0  
B a l d p a t e  
8 , 2 0 0  
S n o w  a n d  B l u e  
l  O  , 0 3 0  
S h o v e l l e r  
6 , 0 2 0  
W h i t e - f r o n t e d  g o o s e  
7 9 0  
S c a u p  
4 , 9 2 0  U n i d e n t i f i e d ·  g e e s e  
1 0 7  
R e d h e a d  5 , 2 0 0  
C o o t  
1  ,  7 6 0  
C a n v a s b a c k  
2 , 7 3 0  
S n i p e  
2 , 6 2 0  
T o t a l  D u c k s  
2 7 4 , 5 0 0  
T o t a l  G e e s e  
2 0 , 1 9 0  
P a g e  
3 1  
Furbearers: The calculated fur harvest of 103,700 animals for the 1969- 70 
trapp i ng season was 34 per cent above the 1968-69 harvest, but 7.7 per cent below 
the past five year average. Calculated value of the harvest was $248,725, an in -
crease of 23 per cent from the pas t year .' The average· take per active trapper was . 
52 furbearers, and the average monetary return was $126,00 . 
Results of the survey are shown in Table 2. 
Table 2. Statistics of 1969- 70 fur harvest by species. 
Average 
Take per Calculated 
Per Cent Trapper Ca 1 cul ated Average Value 
seecies Taking Taking Harvest Price of Harvest 
Muskrat 73.8 40.0 62,312 . 87 $ 54,211.00 
Beaver 44 . 5 8.7 8,307 10 . 16 84,399 .00 
Mink 43 .2 4.0 3,708 6 . 46 23,954 .00 
Raccoon 61.2 15.2 19,778 2 .82 55,774 .00 
Skunk 5.2 4.2 925 .95 879 .00 
Civet 1. 1 2. l 72 l. 73 125 .00 
Opossum 17 . 4 4.2 1,820 .48 874 .00 
Badger 8.5 2.0 404 2.83 1,143 .00 
Bobcat 1.5 2.5 98 14 .07 l , 379 . 00 
Weasel 1.2 1.6 53 .61 32 .00 
Coyote 22.6 11 . 7 5,912 4. 14 24 ,476 .00 
Fox 6.0 2.3 316 4.68 1,479 .00 
TOTAL 103,705 $248,725 .00 
Big Game: Although the number of deer permits authorized was the same as i n 
1969, more permits were issued than during any ·previous year . Most of the manage-
ment uni ts had imp roved success . Hunting success for both an tel ope and tu rkeys was 
somewhat below average . 
Tab le 3. 1970 Big game harvest. 
Number of Per Cent 
Species Season Permits Harves=t Success 
Deer Rifle 31 , 316 14,687 47 
Archery 4,804 905 19 
An tel ope Rifle l ,657 1 , 315 79 
Archery 104 14 14 
Turkey Spring l , 189 184 15 
Fall l ,699 770 45 
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D e e r :  T h e  r e c o r d e d  d e e r  k i l l  f r o m  a l l  c a u s e s  w a s  1 7 , 1 9 9 ,  w h i c h  w a s  1 0  p e r  c e n t  
h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  1 9 6 9  a n d  2 4  p e r  c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  1 9 6 8 .  
T h e  r e g u l a r  r i f l e  s e a s o n  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  1 4  t o  2 2  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  
S e a s o n  d a t e s  w e r e  o n e  w e e k  l a t e r  t h a n  d u r i n g  m o s t  r e c e n t  y e a r s ~  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  p o r t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  t w o  w e e k s  l a t e r .  D r a w i n g s  w e r e  h e ' l d  f o r  p e r m i t s  i n  
t h e  B l u e ,  E l k h o r n ,  N e m a h a  a n d  W a h o o  u n i t s .  R e g u l a t i o n s - w e r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  l i b e r a l  
t h a n  i n  1 9 6 9 ,  w i t h  2 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r m i t t e e s  a l l o w e d · t o  t a k e  d e e r  o f  e i t h e r  s e x  
c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0  p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 6 9 .  H u n t e r s  p u r c h a s e d  3 1 , 3 1 6  p e r m i t s  a n d  b a g g e d  
1 4 , 6 8 7  d e e r ,  f o r  a  s u c c e s s  o f  4 7  p e r  c e n t .  S u c c e s s  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  b u c k s  o n l y  
p e r m i t s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  1 0  u n i t s ,  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  i n · 2  u n i t s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e d  i n  5  
u n i t s .  P e r s o n s  w i t h  e i t h e r  s e x  p e r m i t s  w e r e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  8  u n i t s ,  h a d  t h e  
s a m e  s u c c e s s  i n  l  u n i t ,  a n d  w e r e  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  3  u n i t s .  S p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  w a s  4 4  p e r  c e n t  w h i t e t a i l s  a n d  5 6  p e r  c e n t · m u l e  d e e r ,  w h i c h  w a s  a n  
i n c r e a s e  o f  4  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  w h i t e t a i l s .  
A r c h e r y  d e e r  h u n t i n g  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  1 9  t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  3 1  e x c l u s i v e  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o p e n  t o  r i f l e  h u n t i n g .  H u n t i n g  s u c c e s s  w a s  1 9  p e r  c e n t ,  w i t h  9 0 5  d e e r  
t a k e n  b y  4 , 8 0 4  p e r m i t t e e s .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  a n d  t o t a l  h a r v e s t  w e r e  t h e  
h i g h e s t  o n  r e c o r d .  
B i o l o g i s t s  e x a m i n e d  1 1 1  d o e s ,  6 9  w h i t e t a i l s  a n d  4 2  m u l e '  d e e r ;  t o  o b t a i n  p r o d u c -
t i v i t y  d a t a .  A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  e m b r y o s  p e r  a d u l t  d o e  w a s · L 8  f o r  w h i t e t a i l s  a n d  1 . 6  
f o r  m u l e  d e e r ,  w h i l e  w h i t e t a i l  f a w n s  a v e r a g e d  0 . 7  f e t u s e s .  T h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  n o r m a l  
p r o d u c t i v i t y .  
L o s s e s  o f  d e e r  o n  h i g h w a y s  w e r e  2  p e r  c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  1 9 6 9 ,  w i t h  1 , 3 5 9  m o r -
t a l i t i e s  r e c o r d e d .  
T a b l e  4 .  S u m m a r y  o f  1 9 6 9  a n d  1 9 7 0  d e e r  h a r v e s t  b y  r i f l e  h u n t e r s .  
M a n a g e m e n t  
U n i t  
B l u e  
B u f f a l o  
C a l a m u s  
E l k h o r n  
F r e n c h m a n  
K e y a  P a h a  
L o u p  E a s t  
L o u p  W e s t  
M i s s o u r i  
N e m a h a  
P i n e  R i d g e  
P l a i n s  
P l a t t e  
R e p u b l i c a n  
S a n d h i  l  l s  
U p p e r  P l a t t e  
W a h o o  
T O T A L S  
V a l i d  
1 9 6 9  
l  , 0 0 0  
2 , 2 0 0  
2 , 0 6 9  
l  ,  2 6  l  
l  ,  9 1  7  
2 , 2 9 6  
1 , 4 9 9  
l  , 6 9 9  
2 , 4 0 0  
3 0 2  
4 , 9 9 5  
l  , 0 0 0  
2 , 0 5 2  
l  , 2 0 0  
l  , 5 8 6  
l  ,  7 5 7  
l  , 2 5 5  
3 0 , 4 8 4  
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  
P e r m i t s  E i t h e r  S e x  H a r v e s t  
1 9 7 0  1 9 6 9  1 9 7 0  1 9 6 9  1 9 7 0  
l  , 0 0 4  
2 , 1 9 9  
2 , 0 7 2  
l  , 5 1 4  
l  , 9 9 8  
2 , 0 9 9  
1 , 6 0 0  
l  ,  7 0 0  
2 , 3 9 7  
3 0 3  
4 , 9 9 6  
l  , 2 9 1  
2 , 2 4 2  
l  ,  1 9 9  
l ,  7 6 3  
1 , 5 4 0  
l  , 3 9 9  
3 1 , 3 1 6  
0  
2 5  
0  
2 0  
2 0  
2 0  
2 0  
2 5  
1 2  
0  
5 0  
0  
1 2  
1 7  
1 0  
2 0  
0  
2 0  
0  
2 0  
0  
2 0  
2 0  
3 4  
2 0  
2 0  
1 7  
0  
5 0  
1 4  
1 8  
2 3  
1 0  
3 4  
0  
2 6  
P a g e  3 3  
2 2 7  
9 2 6  
6 8 3  
5 0 6  
9 9 0  
1 , 0 0 5  
5 3 6  
8 4 9  
7 9 6  
8 4  
3 , 0 4 8  
5 2 7  
9 0 0  
4 3 7  
8 4 5  
8 1 7  
3 3 9  
1 3 , 5 1 5  
3 9 5  
9 2 2  
6 8 6  
7 1 0  
l  , 0 1 3  
l  ,  1 3 6  
6 3 7  
7 8 6  
9 1 6  
1 0 6  
2 , 9 5 1  
6 1 7  
l  , 0 4 5  
4 9 2  
l  , 0 0 8  
8 0 3  
4 6 4  
1 4 , 6 8 7  
P e r  C e n t  
S u c c e s s  
1 9 6 9  1 9 7 0  
2 3  
4 2  
3 3  
4 0  
5 2  
4 4  
3 6  
5 0  
3 3  
2 8  
6 1  
5 3  
4 4  
3 6  
5 3  
4 6  
2 7  
4 4  
3 9  
4 2  
3 3  
4 7  
5 1  
5 4  
4 0  
4 6  
3 8  
3 5  
5 9  
4 8  
4 7  
4 1  
5 7  
5 2  
3 3  
4 7  
Antelope: Since the damand for permits was very high, drawings -were held for 
permits 1n all antelope rifle units. Season dates were September-26 to October 4, 
and harvest was 1,315 antelope by 1,657 permittees. Hunter succ(;!ss was · 79 per cent·; 
the same as in 1969. The Rock and Brown areas were closed to hunting because of 
heavy losses of antelope during the winter of 1968-69 and low production in 1969. 
Management 
Unit 
Banner 
Box Butte 
Brown 
Cherry 
Cheyenne 
Dismal 
Garden 
North Sioux 
Rock 
TOTALS 
Table 5. Antelope Hunting Success--1969 and 1970 . 
Permits 
1969 1970 
300 251 
400 499 
50 
127 125 
173 51 
52 77 
151 203 
502 451 
76 
l , 831 l ,65 7 
Harvest 
1969 1970 
258 188 
326 380 
24 
101 l 06 
112 41 
45 60 
127 165 
399 375 
48 
l ,440 l ,315 
Percent 
1969 
86 
82 
48 
80 
65 
87 
84 
79 
63 
79 
Success 
1970 
75 
76 
85 
80 
78 
81 
83 
79 
The antelope archery season was lengthened from 41 days · to 69 -days, running · from· 
August 15 through October 31 except for the nine days open to rifle hunting. Fourteen 
an tel ope were taken by 104 hunters, for a success of 14 per cent . 
The summer population of antelope in the Panhandle was estimated at 4,600, which 
was an indicated decrease of 23 per cent from the previous year . Only the North 
Sioux Unit showed an increase, while the Banner and Garden units showed slight decreases 
and major decreases were apparent in the Box Butte and Cheyenne units . The productivity 
index of -57 kids per 100 does was the lowest recorded, and was 19 per cent below the 
average of the previous 15 years. 
Turker For the spring season, from April 18 through April 27, hunters took 
1,189 oft el ,200 permits authorized. Harvest was 184 gobblers and 15 per cent of 
the permittees were successful. This low success was due primarily to unfavorable 
weather, heavy snow and rain, immediately prior to and during the hunting season. 
The fall season was from October 31 to November 15, with only the Niobrara and 
Round Top units open to hunting . With 1,699 valid permits, hunters bagged 770 
turkeys for a success of 45 percent . 
Brood routes in the Pine Ridge indicated improved average productivity but 
fewer turkeys overall . Average number of young per hen was 5.1 and average young 
per hen with brood was 6.2. 
Fifty-one turkeys were trapped in January, February and March of 1970 . Of 
these, 38 were banded, wing-tagged and color marked and were released at the trap 
sites. The remaining 13 birds were transplanted to fulfill two commitments . Seven · 
birds were released on the Dismal River south of Seneca and six turkeys were 
released on Cedar Creek south of Oakdale. 
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T a b l e  6 .  T u r k e y  H u n t i n g  S u c c e s s - - 1 9 6 9 - - a n d  1 9 7 0 ' :  
M a n a g e m e n t  -
P e r m i t s  
I s s u e d  H a r v e s t  
P e r  C e n t  
S u c c e s s  
U n i t ·  
1 ~ 6 ~  l ~ 7 Q  
1 9 6 9  1 9 7 0  1 9 6 9  
1 9 7 0  
S e r i n g  S e a s o n  ( A e r i l  
1 8  t o  2 7 )  
H a l s e y  
3 5  
2 5  3  4  9  
1 6  
L i n c o l n  2 4  
8  
3 3  
N i o b r a r a  2 4 9  
2 5 0  6 9  4 3  2 8  
1 7  
R e d  W i  1 1  o w  2 6  
1 9  3  4  
1 2  
2 1  
R o u n d  T o p  
7 5 0  
7 4 6  2 2 6  9 8  3 0  
1 3  
S i l v e r  C r e e k  2 5  
2 5  
l  l  4  
4  
V e r d i g r e  5 0  
5 0  8  1 4  1 6  
2 8  
W i l d c a t  
5 0  
5 0  1 3  1 2  2 6  
2 4  
- - - - - - - - - -
- - - -
- - - - - - - -
- - - -
S U B - t o t a l  
l  ,  1 8 5  
l  ,  1 8 9  
3 2 3  
1 8 4  
2 7  1 5  
- - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -
F a  1 1  s  S e a s o n  ( O c t o b e r  3 1  t o  N o v e m b e r  1 5 )  
N i o b r a r a  
5 0 0  5 0 0  
2 1 6  2 5 9  4 3  5 2  
R o u n d  T o p  
l  , 4 9 4  l  ,  1 9 9  
6 4 4  5 1 1  4 3  4 3  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - -
S U B - t o  t a  1  
l  , 9 9 4  
l  , 6 9 9  8 6 0  
7 7 0  
4 3 -
4 5  
T O T A L  
3 , 1 7 9  
2 , 8 8 8  
l  ,  1 8 3  9 5 4  
3 7  3 3  
P a g e  3 5  
I N F O  R . M  A T  I O N  A N D  T O U R I S M  
M a j o r  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  T o u r i s m  D i v i s i o n  a r e  t o  k e e p  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n f o r m e d  o n  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  v a c a t i o n ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  N e b r a s k a ,  t o  
p r o j e c t  N e b r a s k a
1
s  i m a g e  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t r a v ~ l  s t a t e ,  t o  k e e p  t h e  
p u b l i c  u p  t o  d a t e  ~ n  C o m m i s s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  o r i g i n a t e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  G a m e  C o m m i s s i o n  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  t o  
e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  h a b i t a t ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
a n d  s o u n d  m a n a g e m e n t .  ·  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o m b i n i n g  o f  
p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t e s  t h r o u g h  s i x  s e c t i o n s - - a r t  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  m a g a z i n e ,  
p h o t o g r a p h y ,  p r i n t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t o u r i s m .  E a c h  o f  
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  h a s  i t s  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o - o p e r a t i n g  o n  p r i m a r y  
d i v i s i o n  d u t i e s .  
A l l  m e d i a  a r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  N e b r a s k a  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ,  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  o u t d o o r  
w r i t e r s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  f i l m s ,  h o u s e  o r g a n s ,  g r o u p  . a n d  b u s i n e s s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  C o m m i s s i o n  
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r s . .  ·  
C a r r y i n g  o n  a n . i n t e n s i v e  n e w s  p r o g r a m  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
1
s  n e w s  p r o g r a m  w e r e  t h e  w e e k l y  n e w s  p a c k e t ,  s p e c i a l  n e w s  
r e l e a s e s ,  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  s p e c i a l _  s t o r i e s  p r e p a r e d  o n  r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e ; m e d i a ,  t w i c e - w e e k l y  r e l e a s e s  o n  f i e l d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  h u n t e r s  a n d  f i s h e r m e n ,  p l u s  
t w i c e - w e e k l y  r a d i o  r e p o r t s  v i a  a  t h r e e - m i n u t e  t e l e p h o n e  a n s w e r i n g  s e r v i c e  f o r  
e x c l u s i v e  u s e  b y  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  s l i d e s  a n d  s c r j p t s  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  f o r  
o c c a s i o n s  s u c h  a s  s e a s o n  o p e n i n g s .  
T h e  w e e k l y  n e w s  p a c k e t ,  
1 1
N E B R A S K A l a n d  N o t e s
1 1
,  w a s  s e n t  t o  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  
n e w s p a p e r s ,  w i r e  s e r v i c e s ,  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s ,  o u t d o o r  w r i t e r s ,  h o u s e  
o r g a n s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  T h i s  p a c k e t  c a r r i e s  f e a t u r e s  a n d  n e w s  
s t o r i e s  o n  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s u b j e c t s ,  r e g u l a t i o n  d a t e s  a n d  c h a n g e s ,  
f i e l d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w o r k  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  m a t t e r s .  L a t e - b r e a k i n g  
n e w s  i t e m s  o r  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t i m e  e l e m e n t  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  
r e p o r t s  ( i n  s e a s o n )  a r e  h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  s p e c i a l  n e w s  r e l e a s e s  w h i c h  g o  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
m e d i a  p l u s  o t h e r  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  r a d i o ,  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  v i a  t h e  w i r e  
s e r v i c e s ,  D u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  s o m e  1 5 0  
1 1
s p e c i a l s
1 1  
w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  
A  c a m p a i g n  t o  a t t r a c t  n o n r e s i d e n t  h u n t e r s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d ,  w i t h  a d s  p u r c h a s e d  i n  
t h r e e  . n a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e s ,  F i e l d  a n d  S t r e a m ,  O u t d o o r  L i f ~ ,  a n d  S p o r t s  A f i e l d .  T h e  . a d s  
h a d  t w o  a i m s :  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  i m a g e  o f  N E B R A S K A l a n d  m a g a z i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  
a n d  t o  s o l i c i t  i n q u i r i e s  f r o m  n o n r e s i d e n t s  f o r  . i n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k e t s  o n  N e b r a s k a  h u n t i n g .  
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a d s ,  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 4 0 0  n a m e s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  m a g a z i n e
1
s  l i s t  o f  
s u b s c r i b e r s .  
M o r e  t h a n  5 1 , 0 0 0  h u n t e r  p a c k e t s  w e r e  m a i l e d  t o  p e r $ o n s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  a d s  
a n d  t o  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a d  h u n t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  p r e v i o u s l y .  T h e s e  p a c k e t s  c o n t a i n e d  a  
c o p y  o f  N E B R A S K A l a n d  A f i e l d ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  h u n t i n g  g u i d e ,  a  h i g h w a y  m a p ,  s y n o p s i s  o f  
s e a s o n s ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p e r m i t s ,  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e s .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o m o t i o n s ,  h e l p e d  b r i n g  i n  m o r e  t h a n  $ 4 5 7 , 6 7 5  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  
o f  n o n r e s i d e n t  h u n t i n g  p e r m i t s .  
P a g e  3 6  
A n o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  p r o m o t i o n  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0  c a m e  f r o m  1 6  s p o r t  s h o w s  w h i c h  p e r s o n n e l  
f r o m  t h e  I  a n d  T  a n d  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  m a n n e d  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i s p l a y s  
a r e  f e a t u r e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  F a i r  a n d  a t  s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  P u r p o s e  o f  
t h e s e  a p p e a r a n c e s  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  N e b r a s k a ' s  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  v a c a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
S p o r t s  a n d / o r  t r a v e l  s h o w s  a t t e n d e d  w e r e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  D e s  M o i n e s ,  T u l s a ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  
K a n s a s  C i t y ,  C h i c a g o ,  W i c h i t a ,  O m a h a ,  L i n c o l n ,  D e n v e r ;  R o c k  I s l a n d ,  S i o u x  C i t y ,  
M i l w a u k e e ,  D a l l a s ,  D e t r o i t ,  a n d  M i n n e a p o l i s .  M o r e  t h a n  2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  f r o m  c o a s t  
t o  c o a s t  v i e w e d  t h e  l A r g e  N e b r a s k a  d i s p l a y s  . .  
P e r s o n n e l  a p p e a r e d  o n  i n t e r v i e w - t y p e  s h o w s  o n  s e v e r a l  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e ,  a n d  s o m e  7 0  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  y o u t h ,  c i v i c ,  c h u r c h ,  a n d  s p o r t s m e n ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  T h e s e  a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  G a m e  C o m m i s s i o n  
a n d  a r e  a l  s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e a n s  o f  c o n v e y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  . t o  t h e  p u b  1  i  c .  
A m o n g  t h e  m a n y  f i l m s  a v a i l a b l e ,  
1 1
N E B R A S K A l a n d ,  W h e r e  t h e  W e s t  B e g i n s
1 1  
w a s  a g a i n  
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  w i t h  7 3  b o o k i n g s .  I n  a l l ,  f i l m s  w e r e  b o o k e d  o n  4 4 4  o c c a s i o n s  b y  
v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ~  
D u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  1 4  f i l m s  w e r e  r e t i r e d  a s  o b s o l e t e  o r  t o o  w o r n  t o  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  s e r v i c e .  
T h e s e  w e r e  
1 1
W i l d l i f e  o n  t h e  M a i n s t e m
1 1
,  N E B R A S K A l a n d  D a y s  P a r a d e
1 1  
( t h r e e  p r i n t s ) ,  
1 1
N E B R A S K A l a n d  Af i e l d
1 1
,  
1 1
B a y  A t  T h e  M o o n
1 1
,  
1 1
B o a t s ,  M o t o r s ,  a n d  P e o p l e
1 1
,  
1 1
T h e  C o t t o n t a i l  
Ra b b i t
1 1
( t w o  p r i n t s ) ,  
1 1
P h i l  H a r r i s  - ' A m e r i c a n  S p o r t s m a n
1 1
,  
1 1
T e d  W i l l i a m s  H u n t s  G r o u s e
1 1
,  
1 1
W a y  o f  L i f e
1 1
,  a n d  
1 1
N E B R A S K A l a n d  D a y s
1 1  
( t w o  p r i n t s ) .  T w o  f i l m s  w e r e  a d d e d ,  
1 1
T h e  G i f t s
1 1
,  
a n d  
1 1
Cr y  o f  t h e  M a r s h  O  I I  '  
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  1 5 - m i n u t e  w e e k l y  r a d i o  s h o w ,  
1 1
0 u t d o o r  N e b r a s k a
1 1
•  w a s  b r o a d c a s t  
o v e r  4 1  s t a t i o n s  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  n e i g h b o r i n g  S t a t e s .  T h e  s h o w  f e a t u r e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  
f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s  s p e a k i n g  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o u t d o o r  s u b j e c t s .  
A  t w i c e - m o n t h l y  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
1 1
T r a v e l  T a l k
1 1
,  w a s  m a i l e d  t o  N E B R A S K A l a n d e r s ,  
t r a v e l  w r i t e r s ,  . a n d  a g e n c i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  i n  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  
F o r  t h e  f o u r t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r ,  t h e  G a m e  C o m m i s s i o n  p u b l i s h e d  a  h i g h w a y  m a p  
i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  C o n t i n e n t a l  O i l  C o m p a n y .  T h e  I  a n d  T  D i v i s i o n  p r e p a r e d  t o u r i s m  
c o p y  f o r  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h e  m a p ,  a n d  C o n o c o  p a i d  a l l  p r i n t i n g  c o s t s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  G a m e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  f r e e .  T o t a l  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,  ·  
N E B R A S K A l a n d  m i ; i g a z i n e ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
p u b l i s h e d  8 0 8  p a g e s  i n  i t s  1 2  i s s u e s  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  O f  t h e s e  8 0 8  p a g e s ,  4 0 5  f e a t u r e d  
c o l o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  T h e  5 4 , 7 5 6  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  b r o u g h t  i n  $ 1 6 8 , 9 8 9 . 7 5  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  
N E B R A S K A l a n d  h a d  ·s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  a l l  5 0  s t a , t e s  a n d  i n  4 5  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 ,  
a s  w e l 1  a s  n e w s s t a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  1 9  s t a t e s . ·  A d v e r t t s i n g  r e v e n u e . w a s  $ 3 4 , 9 5 1 . 4 1 .  
T h e  c o m b i n e d  i n c q m e  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  f r o m  s u b s c r i p t d o n s ,  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a n d  n e w s s t a n d  
s a l e s  a m o u n t e d  t o  $ 2 1 4 , 6 2 0 . 3 4 .  A  s p e c i a l  h u n t i n g  i s s u .e  w a s  p r i n t e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  
p o r t i o n s  w e r e  r e p r i n t e d . f o r  . d i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  s p o r t  s h o w s  a n d  m a i l i n g  i n  t h e  h u n t e r  
p a c k e t .  T h e  r e p r i n t  w a s  e n t i t l e d  
1 1
N E B R A S K A l a n d  A f i e l d
1 1
•  
T o  i l l u s t r a t e  N E B R A S K A l a n d  m a g a z i n e  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  
p h o t o g r a p h y  s e c ; t f o 1 1  m a d e  a  t o t  a  1  o f  4 , 3 8 4  b  1  a c k - a n d - w , h i t e  e x p o s u r e s  a n d  2 5 , 9 7 5  c o  1  o r  
e x p o s u r e s  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l s o  r e p r o d u c e d  f o r  s t a t e ,  n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a g e n c i e s  o n  a  n o - c h a r g e  b a s i s .  T h e s e  a g e n c i e s  i n c l i j d e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  m e d i c a l  j o u r n a l s ,  
t ~ l e p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s ,  c h u r c h . p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  c h a m b e r ~  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  s c h o o l  y e a r b o o k s , ~  
e n c y c l o p e d i a s ,  p u b i i s h i n 9  f i r m s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  a i r l i n e s ,  t r a v e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  
C o l o r  s l i d e s ,  c o p i e s  o f  p h o t o s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  N E B R A S K A l a n d . m a g a z i n e ,  w e r e  s o l d  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  3  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  t r a v e l e d  
s o m e  7 4 , 4 1 3  m i l e s  d u r i n ~  t h e  y e a r  a n d  s p e n t  3 2 8  m a n - d a y s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  
s e c t i o n  p r o d u c e d  7 , 6 2 5  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  p r i n t s  f o r  v a r i o u s  u s e s .  
P a g e  3 7  
To supplement the photography section and to provide artwork for a wide range of 
purposes, the division has three staff artists and illustrators. They devote about 
60 percent of their time to illustrations artwork and layout for NEBRASKAland magazine. 
This includes about two major pieces of ar twork per month, plus several smaller 
illustrations, as well as supervising the complete format of the magazine through all 
stages of production, The art department is also ,responsible for design of all other 
Commission brochures and pamphlets, including the Calendar of Color, the road map, 
promotion posters, and illustrations fo r slide shows and television productions . 
The staff paints some 200 showcards and signs for use at the State Fa i r, the Discover 
NEBRASKAland Travel Conference and other events requiring display materials. · The 
artists also designed and installed displays at the State Capitol , . Two displays for 
travel shows were designed and painted by the art and illustration section, as were 
two floats for the NEBRASKAland Days Parade . 
During the year, Information and Tourism wrote, edited, illustrated, and 
supervised production of pamphlets and brochures for other divisions and for its 
own use , Some of these are done annually, such as the hunting, boating, and fishing 
guides and the road map and travel guide . Others are revised, updated, and reprinted 
as needed . These include 11 Where the Fish Are 11 , a full-c:olor publication telling 
anglers where and how to catch fish tn Nebraska, and 11 Take A Spin Wher(;!. The West Begins 11 , 
a full-color tourism promoti on brochure . 
Publications prepared for other divisions by Information and Tourism .include: 
Sacramento State Special Use Area brochure, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Management Area 
brochure, Duck Identification Guide for Hunters, Teal Identification Gu i de, Fi eld 
Care For Big Game, Outdoor Fun In The Salt Valley, and three pamphlets to support 
NEBRASKAland Acres For Wildlife , Other efforts i nclude production of Nebraska Game 
Laws, a complete collection of hunting, fishing, trapping; boating and other statutes 
pertain i ng to outdoor recreati on . These are used by conse rvation officers, county 
attorneys, judges, and other law enforcement agencies. 
The printing and distri bution section is responsible for printi ng all material 
which is not done commercially, plus processing and mailing NEBRASKAl~nd magaz i ne, 
mail from vari ous District V offices, and all promotional news mate rial sent out by 
I and T. During 1970, the section ran 1,040 jobs on the printing presses . These jobs involved the use of 4, 646 Multilith masters and required 3,136,727 sheets of 
paper. Postage for all mail handled by the section during 1970 amounted to $41,653 .04. 
Promotion of Nebraska 1 s ~cenic, histroic, and recreational potential is carried 
on throughout the year by distribution of informative literature. This work is done 
by the tourism section, both at the tourism stations and by mail from the main office . · 
Year-round tour1'-s-±1 nformation stations. were operated at the Melia Hill Rest area near 
the Gretna Interchange on Interstate 80, and at the state Capitol i n Li ncoln, in 
addit i on to experimental summer stations along the eastbound lane of Interstate 80 at 
the Sutherland Rest Area and on U. S. Highway 20 at Ainsworth . In addition, an 
information center at the Westroads Shopping Center in . Omaha distributed hunting 
and fishing information, as well as assisted tourists. 
Visitations at the stations during 1970 was: State Capitol, 11,250; Melia Hill, 
59,191; Sutherland, 23,575, Ainsworth, 1,791, and Omaha, 11,150 . 
Another phase of supplying information to tourists is through the NEBRASKAlander 
program, ,which completed its fifth year in 1970 . Membership in the program is open 
only to businesses involve~ directly with the traveler, and by .the end of the year, 
there were 93 members, plus others in the process of gaining full membership . Deputy 
NEBRASKAlanders, persons interested in promoting Nebraska even though they are not 
direcily involved with the traveler, numbered 22 in 1970 ,. 
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The Commis sion' s team of oxen , Neb and Raska , and the Conestoga wagon appea red 
i n several communiti es du r ing the year, with 25 book i.ngs from April through October . 
A major effort du r ing t he yea r was t he Di scover NEBRASKAland Travel Confe rence 
i n Grand Island, wh i ch featured t op national speakers representing several phases 
of touri sm. NEBRASKAlanders , newsmen, chambers of commerce, community representati ves , 
businessmen, and other persons concerned wi th travel or tou r ism were invited . 
The volume of mail handled by the t ou r ism section exceeded 40,000 pi eces and 
was sent to all 50 s t ates and 46 foreign countries, · 
MAIL REPORT FOR 1970 
Al abama----------- 270 
Alaska------------ 57 
Ari zona----------- 221 
Arkansas---------- 227 
Cal iforni a--------2933 
Colo rado---------- 520 
Conne cti cu t------- 494 
Delaware---------- 78 
Flo ri da ----------- 748 
Geo rgi a----------- 527 
Hawaii--- --------- 49 
Idaho------------- 152 
I l li no is----------2453 
Indi ana----------- 1036 
Iowa ----~--------- 1562 
Kansas~----------- 724 
Ken t ucky--.-------- 364 
Forei gn Requests* 
Austral i a--------- 12 
Bel gi um----------- 6 
Canada-------~---- 1111 
En gl and-~--------- 18 
Fran ce------------ 9 
Loui s iana----------- 405 
Maine--------------- 171 
Ma ryland------------ 586 
Massachuset t s------- 111 
Mich i gan ------------1834 
Mi nnesota-----------1421. 
Mis sis si ppi--------- 212 
Mi5souri------------ 914 
Montana------------- 146 
Neb raksa~-----------5644 
Nevada-------------- 88 
New Hampshire------- 94 
New Jersey------~---1307 
New Mexi co ------~--- 131 
New Yo rk------------2369 -
Nort h Carol i na ------1004 
North Dakota----~--- 194 
Germany------------- 23 
Guam---------------- 11 
Ind i a--------------- 7 . 
Japan--------------- 5 
Mexico-------------- 11 
*Countries wi t h fewer than five request s are no t l is ted . 
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Ohio------~---------1615 
Oklahoma------------ 299 
Oregon-------------- 501 
Pennsylvania--------1909 
Rhode Is l and-------- 135 
South Carol i na------ 199 
South Dakota-------- 336 
Tennessee-----~----- 401 
Texas---------------1229 
Utah---------------- 203 
Vermon t------------- 98 
Virgi ni a------------ 628 
Was hi ng t on---------- 639 
Washi ng t on, D.C. ~--- 63 
West Vi rgi ni a------- 212 
Wts consi n----------- 11 14 
Wyomi ng------------- 125 · 
TOTAL ------ -~- ---- 39 ,352 
Po l and------- -- ----- 8 
Puerto Rico--------- 8 
We s~ Afri ca ~- ------- 7 
Others-------------- 21 5 
TOTAL ~-------------1 ,451 
L A N D M A N A G E M E N T 
---- --- -- -----
The Land Management Division is responsible for developing and managing certain 
lands within the department for hunting, fishing access, and related outdoor activities. 
During 1910, the divison~s .. name was changed to Resource Services as part of a 
reorganization of the Game and Parks Commission. 
For the most pa1t, the primary functions of the division could be grouped in one 
of two categories: (1) Management and (2) Conservation Education. Some of the 
management on state lands and most of the counsel with private landowners and 
organizations is an educational process. Since one of wildlife's biggest problem~ is 
man and his influence upon the environment, education is vi.tal . Factors which have an 
effect upon the well-being of wildlife needs to be called to the attention of people 
of all ages . · · 
MANAGEMENT: 
Habitat restoration is still the key concern of this division. This emphasis was 
focused on state management areas, conservation education, and toward owners of private 
lands. Restoration of cover for wildlife was accomplished primarily on state lands 
with tree and shrub plantings, and seeding of grasses and legumes. 
Over eighty state wildlife management areas are under the care of the div i sion . 
These areas provide much recreational oppor tunity for the public . Management activ i ties 
on State lands were performed by divis i on personnel and by conservation . lease agreements 
with tenants . Most of this development and management was accomplished with Pittman-
Robertson or Dingell-Johnson funds, as matched with state fish and game funds , 
Maintenance of public use facilities was part of the role of our management team . 
Repaiting, cleaning, and painting of existing facilities as well as expanding and 
landscapi ng as necessary to meet the needs of the public~ 
Management pe rsonnel devoted much time to habitat restoration on publ i c and pri vate 
lands. This was done by individual contact with interested landowners, farm opera t ors , 
and other conservation agency personnel . Such state and federal agenci es would i nclude 
the So i l Conservation Service, the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, 
the Forest Service, the Soil and Water Conservation Commi·ssion, the Fish and Wildlife 
Serv i ce as well as .others . Li kewise coordination of activities involved public power 
and irr igation districts and various wildlife conservation organizations . 
Di s trict superv i sors served as technical advisors for the Commission i n the 
Ag r icultural Program (ACP) offered by the Department of A~riculture . Three conservation 
practi ces in which our supervisors become involved are: (1) wildlife habitat, (2) 
wetl and development, and (3) ponds for wildlife . 
Activities performed on a regular basis on most wildlife areas include: (1) con-
struction and maintenance of access roads and trails, (2) construction and maintenance 
of boundary fences, (3) upkeep of parking areas, sanitary facilities and other public 
use facilities, (4) installation of signs and boundary markers, (5) planti ng trees , 
shrubs, and herbaceous seedings, (6) noxious weed control, and (7) wildlife surveys and 
i nvestigations . 
Due to contrasts across Nebraska, major activities vary considerably within the 
five distr icts . The western part of the state involves more big game management while 
the eastern portion deals largely with small and upland game. With the higher 
population in the east, Districts III and V activity involves a great deal of _"people 
contact11 and educational programs. · 
Attention should be given to certain highlights which were performed on certain 
management areas. 
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District I: Deer and turkey management of five Pine Ridge areas, totaling nearly 
10,000 acres, involved the planti ng of food and cover plots, live trapping and color 
tagging deer and turkey fo r movement studies, hunter surveys, game counts, and turkey 
crop analysis. Forty-five turkeys and one hundred forty-three deer were taken by 
hunters on these areas the past year. 
Ass istance was given to the Resource Conservation and Development Project for the 
Panhandle . 
Antelope and deer check stations, grouse, pheasant, and turkey brood surveys were 
operated and completed for the Game Division . 
Co-authorship was provided on a paper entitled 11 Movement of Merriam 1 s Turkey in 
the Pine Ridge of Nebraska 11 which was presented .at the 2nd National Wild Turkey Symposium . 
District II: Twenty-nine Canada geese were released at selected sites in 
conjunction wi~h the Sand Hills Goose Project . 
The Game Division was assisted in random upland brood surveys, grouse and deer 
check stations, duck banding and waterfowl hunter performance observations. Numerous . 
conservation programs were given to various youth and adult organizati ons. District II 
was credited for the signing of the most acres on a single enrollment in the 
NEBRASKAland Acres For Wildlife (NAFW) program . This recognition was the result of 
3,376 acres enrolled by the Ainsworth Irrigation District . 
Dtstrict III: Conservation Education was a major role of District III personnel. 
Ovet 60 programs, primarily youth gro~ps, were presented as well as .the coordinating 
of NAFW enrollments. This District ranks high as far as total number of ~nroll~ents 
which have been processed. 
Landscaping and ground maintenance of the District III headquarters required much 
plann ing and Labor . 
The Game Division was assisted wi th check stations and Norfolk-based staff gave 
Plattsmouth a hand du ri ng the goose season. 
District IV : Clear Creek hosted approximately 12,000 Canada geese and 60,000 
mallards at peak numbers this fall . . The waterfowl harvest on this area included over 
1,050 Canada geese and nearly 1,200 ducks . 
The captive Canada goose flock, n~mbering 102 was transferred from the Clear Creek 
Management Area to the Sacramento Wildlife Management Area. 
Twenty giant Canada geese (juveniles) were transferred from the Sacramento area 
to Buffal o Creek . Three Trumpeter Swans were f lown tn from Red .Rocks National Refuge 
to brin g the flock to a total of four. 
The Sacramento Complex now consists of ' four areas of approximately 3,000 acres . 
This inc ludes 160 acres adjacent to the West Sacramento Area which was part of a land 
trade negotiated with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
The third production year for the resident Canada goose flock was successful with 
the producti on of 92 goslings. Sixty-four goslings were placed on the Valen tine Refuge. 
In addition, 20 giant Canada geese, Brant canadensis maxima were hatched from eggs 
received from the Fish and Wildlife Service Sherburne Refuge . These goslings were 
transferred to Buffalo Creek . . Sixty giant Canada goslings were received from the 
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center at Jamestown, North Dakota. These will be 
utilized as future brood stock. The .total number of the resident flock stands at 288 
birds . 
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Nearly 8,000 chukar partridge were releas~d from· the Sacramento Game Farm 
during 1970. The last release which included all birds on hand was made in October 
and with this release the chukar program was completed. 
The .Game Farm began the 1970 breeding season with 44 crested tinamou . Forty-one 
breeders and forty -:eight young birds were released in September . 
The Platte Valley Complex adjacent to Interstate 80 are areas for puqlic fishing, 
hunting and other related uses . Extensive landscape plantings were made on several 
of these areas . Plantings included a variety _oftrees, shrubs, and wildflowers. 
Landscape plans were developed to enhance the lake areas as well as maintain a natural 
or wild appearance . 
Dlstrict V: With two major metropolitan area5 in this district, much time is 
given to conservation education. Interest and concern for wildlife in southeast 
Nebraska is evident with the large numbers of NAFW enrollments which have come in . 
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Managerrtent Area again attained record waterfowl numbers . 
Counts on lesser snow geese reached an all-time high of 95,000 during the 1970 
fall period . Duck numbers reached 15,000. 
A controlled hunting program allowed the harvest of nearly l ,100 geese and an 
excess of 50 ducks . Hunting opportunity was provided for over 1,600 hunters , Pumping 
equipment was acquired and used to flood shallow areas of low. utilization. 
A used school bus was purchased during the period to assist the hunting and 
visiting public . Guided tours .for more than 650 visitors allowed a rare and rewarding 
opportunity to get a close look at the fascinating birds which seasonally visit this 
area . 
Summer use of the Plattsmouth Area was approximately 23,000 man-days. Primary 
activities were fishing, bird-watching, and picnicking . . 
I 
The wildlife management portions ' of the Salt Valley Lakes in Lancaster and Seward 
counties consists of 9,000 acres of land at twelve locations. These areas are managed for public hunting, dog training and trials, refuge and limited waterfowl .Production , 
A number of wood duck nesting boxes were constructed and installed on five of the 
areas , This is an attempt to stimulate local nesting of wood ducks on the Salt Valley 
Lakes . 
Two dog training areas and one trial area are maintained on this system of watershed 
reservoirs. These were club trials, A. K.G. sanctioned or licensed trials, and one 
national trial , 
CONSERVATION EDUCATION : 
Conservation education is centered in the Resource Services Division with one man 
as the coordinator, but .activities are shared with personnel from other divisions. 
A major change in operations of the NEBRASKAland Acres For Wildlife program was initiated in 1970 when conservation officers assumed the duties of checking plots and 
contacting cooperators. A summary report in .October indicated 574 plots had been 
enrolled consisting of 7,000 acres and involving 91& Cover Agents and 382 operators 
or owners . 
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The NAFW program was directed primarily at maintaining wildlife cover on private 
farms and ranches. The scope of the program expanded , to include such areas as 
railroad lands and the right-of-way State highways; The State Department of Roads 
ad~ed nearly 100.000 acres to the program. , Other states have inquired about the 
pr6gram :with South Dakota and Oklahoma initiating their own version. 
Educational materials published and stockpiled for conservation education work 
include six project books . Projects 11 AU. and 11 C11 were revised and reprinted in 1970. 
Thre~ brochures are st6ckpiled to promote and support the NAFW program. HOW YOU CAN 
ADD AN ACRE and WHY GAME MANAGERS HOLD OUT FOR HABITAT were developed in 1970-. -They 
wereadaectto GAME ~ WVE"R, OUR HABTT'Af 'RANG-=l]p which had been developed earlier. 
Plant Propagation and Nursery 
In order to provide planting stock desirable for wildlife and recreational uses 
at economical costs, the -Division .maintains a program of propagating and raising 
seedling .stock. , Many desired' plants for wildlife purposes are not · available from 
commercial nurseries or at ~a price too great to be feasible. Likewise plants can 
be pr:-opaga ted -wnfch are adapted to the various con di ti ans -where they are to be 
established . · 
Most of the propagating is accomplished in Lincoln ; This consists of starting 
plants from seeds and c~tting and various methods of grafting . . A shade house, 
seedbed, and nursery is located at Branched Oak Lake. The major nursery facility is 
located at the Cornhusker Management Area which has good nursery soil and is centrally 
located for distribution to various department lands . 
. Fall pl~nting stock in excess of 2,600 plants was supplied by the nursery tq 
several Commission areas . Limited wildflower plantings were made for evaluation of 
potential use in habitat and landscaping ; · 
Planning and Investigation Section 
In addition to the water resource project evaluations provided for under the Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act , a number of previously planned water resources projects 
have been re-evaluated as provided for by P.L . 91-190,. the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 . These pr6jects included: The Corps of Engineers Yankton-Sioux 
City Mi ssouri River Channelization Project and the Bureau of Reclamation 1 s Calamus, 
Angus \abd "Nofden . Proj,cts.; 
Considerable time was expended in the review and drafting of comments on the 
Framework Report State Water Plan .and the published reports of the Public Land Law 
Review Commission. 
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L A W EN F-0 RC EM ENT -
- - ---------
. . 
Responsibilities of the Law Enforcement Division and its conservation officers 
are many and varied. 'Besides upholding Nebras~a 1 s fishi,ng, hunting, and boating laws, 
conservation officers assist in fish and game management surveys, perform public 
relations and information functions, and help other law enforcement agencies in 
making investigation~ and apprehensions. 
During 1970, conservation officers contacted and checked 26,352 hunters, 63,711 fishermen, and inspected 7,615 boat~. In addition ,to their r~utine daily duties, 
officers found themselves in contact with the public as participants in 441 programs for sportsmen 1s groups, youth. groups, churches, schools, and civic organizations. They also appeared on radio and television ptograms, at fairs, and at sports, vacation _ 
and travel shows. 
In addition to its law enforcement and public relations activities, operation 
of the Commission's two aircraft, its two-way radio communications system, and 
the boating section are also responsibilities of this division. 
There were 20 known or reported hunter casualties during 1970, of this number 6 were fatal and 14 were non-fa~al. In 14 of the casualties the victim was shot by 
another person, the remaining 6 casualties were self inflicted. The number and type 
of firearms involved in the casualties were: 1 handgun, 6 rifles, and 13 shotguns . ! 
. 
Age Brackets of Persons Involved: 
VICTIM SHOOTER 
Less than 15 years of age 4 . 3 
16 - 21 years of age ~ - 8 
22 - 26 years of age 5 * l 27 - 31 years of age 2 0 
32 - 36 years of age 0 l 
37 - 41 years of age 0 0 
42 46 years of age 2 l 
* there were 2 victim~ involved in 1 incident. 
During 1970 the Law Enforcement Division had a maximum complement of 50 Conservation Officers consisting of 1 Division Chief, l Assistant Division _Chief, 1 Chief _Pilot-Communications Officer, l Boating Supervisor, 4 District Supervisors, l Officer-Pilot 
and 41 Area Officers . 
· 
P~rsonnel changes during 1970 were as follows: 
Parker G. Erickson was transferred from District 5 to District l effective June l, 1970. 
Dayton B. Shultis was transferred from the Operations Sec ti on to the Law Enforcement Division effective August l, 1970. 
Sam Grasmick was demoted from District Supervisor . to Conservation Officer effective November 13, .1970. 
Roger A. Guenther resigned effective December 13, .1970. 
The officers drove a total of l ,608,368 miles in their patrol cars . · The average 
mileage per gallon of gasoline for the total miles driven was 11 .83 miles per gallon . The average cost per mile of veh,icle operation was 5.74 .cents per .·mile ..: - thi.S -c· figure 
represents all fuel, oil, grease, tires, service, repair and special equipment. -
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A total of 2,520 arrests were made during 1970 for which there were 2,601 offenses , 
Of the total number of arrests 2,492 were found guilty by the courts. · The conviction 
percentage for the total number of arrests and citations issued is 98.89 percent and 
the conviction percentage for the total number of arrests actually brought to trial 
is 99.72 percent . · These percentages not only reflect the high efficiency on the part 
of the officers ,, but al so shows the exce 11 ent cooperation of Nebraska I s prosecutors 
and courts . . 
HUNTING VIOLATIONS 
Loaded shotgun .. i~ .or: on .. a vehicle 254 
·Taking, attempting to take or possess game birds or animals in closed se~son .216 
Hunting, attempting to take or possess game birds or animals without a permit 102 
Hunting with an artificial light 74 
Hunting without permission or trespass 66 
Hunting from a p~blic road 37 
Overbag limit of game 21 
Accessory to game law violation 15 
Hunting on a refuge 13 
Taking protected species 11 
Failure to seal deer 10 
No High Plains Mallard permit 9 
Loaning/borrowing a hunting permit 8 
No upland game bird stamp 6 
No migratory waterfowl stamp 6 
Hunting from a vehicle 5 
Wanton waste of game 5 
Other 31 
TOTAL 889 
FISHING VIOLATIONS 
Fishing, attempting to take or possess fish without a permit 
Too many hooks or lines 
Nonresident in possession of a resident permit 
Over~ag limit of fish 
Possession of northern pike under 24 inches 
Other . 
TOTAL 
BOATING VIOLATIONS 
Improperly equipped vessel 
No registration and/or numbers and/or symbols 
Towing skier without mirror or observer 
Allowing child under 12 years of age in boat without life jacket 
Speeding,-
Other . 
TOTAL 
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614 
26 
24 
9 
7 
29 
709 
282 
24 
20 
18 
5 
18 
367 
MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS 
Li tteri'ng 
,Entering t losed beach area or park area 
Drinking on state property 
Driving in restri~ted area 
Minor in possession 
Speeding . 
Possession of marijuana 
No drivers license 
Swimming in unauthorized area 
Reck.less driving 
Failure to stop at stop sign 
Disturbing the peace · 
Target shooting from a public road 
No registration or plates on vehicle 
Overnight camping on Val~otlne Refuge 
Open fire in unauthorized area 
Hitchhiking on freeway 
Other 
TOTAL . 
TOTAL ARRESTS AND SU~MONS ISSUED 
Not guilty . 
Cases dismissed 
Cases suspended 
No complaint .filed 
TOTAL CONVICTIONS 
TOTAL FINES 
TOTAL COSTS 
TOTAL LIQUIDATED DAMAGES 
TOTAL 
TOTAL ARRESTS .AND . TOTAL 
YEAR , SUMMONS ISSUED _CONVICTIONS 
1970 2520 2492 
1969 1909 1859 1968 1767 1743 1967 1799 1768 1966 1971 1930 1965 1921 1897 1964 1943 1904 
1963 2000 1943 1962 1393 1379 1961 1731 · 1696 
1960 1520 1472 1959 1000 986 1958 801 76.l 
1957 509 502 1956 484 474 1955 572 562 
1954 477 473 
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2520 
7 
14 
0 
7 
2492 
$40,880.00 
$12,169.89 
$12,705.00 · 
$65,754 .89 
116 
105 
76 
72 
56 
40 
25 
13 
13 
9 
8 
8 
7 
7 . 
6 
6 
5 
64 
636 
PERCENTAGE OF 
TOTAL ARRESTS 
98.89 
97.38 
98.64 
98.27 
97 . 91 
98.82 
97.99 
97. 15 
98.99 
97.97 
96 .84 
98.60 
95.00 
98 .62 
97.93 
98.25 
99. 16 
BREAKDOWN OF ARRESTS FOR 1970 
ONLY ADDRESS GIVEN IS NAME OF TOWN 
AGE BRACKET URBAN RURAL OR POSSIBLY A POST OFFICE BOX NUMBER 
Less than 12 
12 - 15 24 11 8 
16 - 19 589 142 68 
20 - 23 428 79 39 
24 - 27 235 37 22 
28 - 31 128 30 30 
32 - 35 107 20 10 
36 - 39 98 16 9 
,,-... 
40 - 45 113 17 13 -=:I-
Q) 
O'l 
46 - 50 64 12 10 ll:S a.. 
51 - 55 38 16 6 
56 - 60 28 10 11 
61 - 65 18 2 3 
66 - & Over 19 3 3 
Unknown 3 l 
TOTALS 1892 396 232 = 2520 
C H A M P I O N  A I R C R A F T  O P E R A T I O N S  
T h e  C h a m p i o n  a i r c r a f t  f l o w n  b y  O f f i c e r  L e o n a r d  S p o e r i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  B a s s e t t ,  
N e b r a s k a .  As  i n  p a s t  y e a r s ,  t h i s  a i r c r a f t  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  
o n  w a t e r f o w l  s u r v e y s ,  g a m e  s u r v e y s ,  a n d  g a m e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  w o r k .  
T h e  C h a m p i o n  a i r c r a f t  w a s  f l o w n  a  t o t a l  o f  4 4 4 . 5 5  h o u r s  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  T h i s  w a s  
a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  3 5 . 6 5  h o u r s  o v e r  1 9 6 9 .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  f l i g h t s  t h a t  h a d  t o  
b e  c a n c e l i e d  b e c a u s e  o f  b a d  w e a t h e r . ·  T h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  a l s o  i n  f o r  a  m a j o r  o v e r h a u l  
o f  t h e  e n g _ i  n e  a s - t h e  t o t a l  t i m e  o n  t h e  e n g i n e  h a d  v e r y  n e a r l y  r u n  o u t  . . .  
T h e  4 4 4 . 5 5  h o u r s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  3 7 3 . 3 0  h o u r s  o f  d a y t i m e  a n d  7 1 . 2 5  h o u r s  o f  n i g h t  
t i m e  f l y i n g .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  $ 9 . 0 5  p e r  h o u r  p l u s  i n s u r a n c e  
a n d  d e p r e c i a t i o n .  
T h e r e  w e r e  1 4  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e t e c t e d  
f r o m  t h e  a i r c r a f t  d u r i n g  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  p a t r o l .  T h e s e  v i o l a t o r s ,  w h e n  b r o u g h t  t o  
t r i a l ,  w e r e  a l l  f o u n d  g u i l t y  b y  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  $ 3 2 6 . 0 0  i n  f i n e s ,  $ 6 9 . 0 0  
i n  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  a n d  $ 7 5 . 0 0  i n  l i q u i ~ a t e d  d a m a g e s .  T h e r e  a l s o  w e r e  c o n f i s c a t i o n s  
o f  o n e  c o t t o n t a i l  r a b b i t  a n d  t w o  p h e a s a n t s .  
B r e a k d o w n  O f  O p e r a t i n g  C o s t s  
T o t a l  H o u r s  F l o w n  
D a y t i m e  
N i g h t  t i m e  
T o t a l  
D i r e c t  O p e r a t i o n s  C o s t s  
A i r c r a f t  m a i n t e n a n c e  
G a s o l i n e  
O i l  
S t o r a g e  
Di r e c t  O p e r a t i n g  C o s t  P e r  H o u r  
T o t a l  O p e r a t i n g  C o s t  
D i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  
I n s u r a n c e  
D e p r e c i a t i o n  
T o t a l  C o s t  P e r  H o u r  
A i r c r a f t  I n c o m e  
T O T A L  
T O T A L  
3 7 3 . 3 0  
7 L 2 5  
4 4 4 . 5 5  
$ 2 0 7 9 . 2 6  
1 3 5 7  . 1 1  
8 9 . 2 0  
4 9 6 . 7 5  
$ 4 0 2 2 . 3 2  
$  9 , 0 5  
$ 4 0 2 2 . 3 2  
1 2 2 . 0 0  
1 0 4 7 . 6 4  
$ 5 , 1 9 1 . 9 6  
$  l  L 2 3  
F e d e r a l  a i d  ( J a n .  1 ,  1 9 7 0  t h r o u g h  D e c .  3 1 ,  1 9 7 0 )  $ 1 7 8 6 . 8 0  
G a s  r e f u n d  4 8 . 7 1  
T h i s  i n c o m e  w a s  n o t  u s e d  t o  l o w e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  d i r e c t  o r  
t o t a l  o p e r a t i o n  c o s t  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
P a g e  4 8  
Purpose Of Rental 
Law enforcement patrol & -orientation 
Duck survey 
Hours Of Flying Time 
217.00 
Antelope survey 
Deer survey 
Depredations (antelope) 
Photography (I & T) 
Victoria Creek survey 
Ti namou surv.ey 
TOTAL 
AERO COMMANDER OPERATION 
Direct Operating Cost Breakdown 
Aircraft maintenance 
Gasoline 
Oil 
Storage and preheat 
Charts & publications 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Radio repair 
Total Hours Flown 
Direct Operating Cost Per Hour 
1969 
$1 ,327 . 52 
3,507.75 
142. 17 
1,541.57 
124.04 
29.76 
l,1'51.17 
$7,823.98 
290.3 
:$26. 95 
80.55 
94 . 55 
2.75 
39 . 15 
4.20 
2.00 
4. 35 
444 .55 
1970 
$11 ,064 . 45 
4,574.85 
121.95 
1,339.75 
118 . 55 
24 .45 
608 .96 
$17 ;852 .~6 
351. 3 
$50 .81 
*Total aircraft engine operating time will be approximately 10% more than noted, 
since aircraft recording hour meter is run by air pressure over the wing and is 
run by air pressure over the wing and is operating only when aircraft has flight 
speed , Total flight time is air to ground time only. 
Total time for 1967 
Total t ime for 1968 
Total time for 1969 
Total time for 1970 
Total Engine Time To Date 
Total Operating Cost Breakdown 
$500 .00 single limit bodily injury 
and property damage each occurrence 
Hull All Risk Basis $85,000 Insured Value 
Depreciation with 25% residual 7 years 
Total direct operating cost 
483 .4 
387 . 2 
319 .6 
386.6 
1576.8 
455.00 
l ,218.00 . 
11 ,027 . 37 
7,823 .98 
415.00 
l , 189 . 00 
11 ,027 . 37 
17,852 . 96 . 
$20,524.35 $30,484 .33 
Total Operating Cost 
. ' 1967 1968 1969 1970 ' . ., '. 
Per hour $49. 57 · $57 .87 $70 . 77 · $86.77 
Per mile 
.31 .33 .67 .47 Total operating cost per seat mile .05 .. 06 ' ..• J 2 .08 Seat load factor 5.6 5.3 5.6 5. 7 
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Charges to other departments for 1971 will be based on the total operating . 
costs for 1970 of $86.77. 
Charges to other divisions within the Game Commission for .1971 will be based 
on the direct operating cost for 1970 of $50.81. 
Refund and charges to other departments was not used to lower either the direct 
or total operating costs. . · 
Breakdown Of Aircraft Used By Divisions 
Director & combined department transportation 
Operations 
Federal Aid 
Fisheries 
Game 
Information and Tourism 
Land Management 
Law Enforcement survey & patrol . 
Maintenance 
Parks 
Research 
Commissioners 
Department of Roads 
Pilot proficiency - maintenance 
Department of Aeronautics 
Governors Office 
Hours Of Day Flying 327.2 
Hours of Ni ght Flying 16.2 
Hours Of Instrument Flying 7.9 
TOTAL HOURS .FLOWN 351 . 3 
BREAKDOWN OF RADIO OPERATION COSTS 
1969 
Mobile radio contract with Midwest Communications $8,814.00 
Radio equipment contract for towers, repeaters 
controls with Midwest Communications 
Other radio equipment service & towers repairs 
not covered by contract 
Upgrading present equipment at Arthur, Beaver 
Crossi ng, Bassett & Angora 
New installations 
TOTAL 
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& 
$4,482.00 
$1,212.72 
$ 
$1,295.00 
$15,803.72 
Hours 
78.4 
2.2 
18.4 
35.5 
16.6 
7.9 
8.0 
24.9 
4.0 
19 .9 
27.l 
78.6 
8.2 
4.0 
6.9 
10.7 
351. 3 
1970 
$10,080.00 . 
$ 4,209 .00 
$ 172. 05 
$ 988.96 
$ 862.95 
$16,312.96 
BOATING 
Boating registration figures increase every year as boating becomes a more popular 
sporto In 1960 the Game and Parks Commiss i on registered more than 14,000 motorboats . 
Ten years later we have now over 26,000 and it won 1 t be long before we double the 1960 statistics. However, in spite of the large increase in the amount of boats, the 
number of boat accidents, injuries and deaths has decreased and then remained relatively 
stable. In 1960 there were 28 accidents, 14 injuries, and 7 deaths, whereas in 1970 
there were 19 accidents, 2 inj uries, and 10 deaths. 
The Game and Parks Commission again joined forces with the Red Cross and Lincoln City Recreation and gave courses in canoeing and water safety. These courses were free and open to the public ages 9 years and older . The only requirement was that 
the student be able to swim 10 minutes with his clothes on. Upon successful completion 
of the course, all received the Red Cross Basic Canoeing Certificate, and those who 
were Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp Fire Girls were awarded their respective badges , 
This course was made available, not just in Lincoln, but throughout the state. 
The 4-H Camps were prominent in their interest and quite a few took canoeing and 
water safety during the summer . Church camps also showed interest and were given 
courses as were schools, both public and private, throughout the state. 
For many yea rs Concordia Teachers College in Seward has regularly included classes 
from the Game Commission in their courses. They have also, very generously, made 
available their gymnasium and pool facilities to the Commission for the training of 
small groups of youngsters . This year not only the college students took the 
Game Commission courses, but also those from the high school, junior high, and the 
elementary grades attended , 
The conservation officers receive regular training in boating safety and in 
addition to their regular law enforcement duties, they do an excellent job of passing 
this knowledge along to the general public . 
Information and Tourism continues to keep the people of Nebraska informed on all 
matters pertaining to water safety. 
The Game and Parks Commission was represented at the South Central Boat Law 
Administration Meeting in Colorado Springs, Colorado and the National Association of 
Boat Law Administrators in Austin, Texas. 
The 26,000 plus registration figure is not a true reflection of the number of boats in Nebraska as this only shows motorboats . Canoes, sailboats, rowboats, etc. are increasing in number as more Nebraskans become water oreinted . If they will take small 
craft courses offered by the Game and Parks Commission they can become more water 
safety oriented o 
BOATING 
YEAR ACCIDENTS INJURIES DEATHS 
1960 28 14 7 
1961 17 9 6 
1962 27 12 6 
1963 ·25 18 7 
1964 17 11 3 1965 22 3 8 
1966 11 7 l 
1967 11 12 6 
1968 9 3 2 
1969 18 3 9 
1970 19 2 10 
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P A R K S 
The Division of State Parks is charged by state law with the administration 
and management of the Nebraska state park system. State park areas are administered 
in the following statutory c1assif.ications: 
STATE PARKS are resoutce based recreational areas of substantia1 size, having 
scen i c, scientific and historica1 values and complete development potentials . 
Nebraska at present has four such areas in operation : Chadron, Fort Robinson, 
Po ca and Niobrara. One offers a restaurant and hote.l rooms, two have group camps, 
three have swimming pools, and four offer modern housekeeping cabins . All offer 
overnight camping faci1ities . 
The Commission is in the process of acquiring a fifth such area, Indian Cave 
State Park, to meet some of the urgent need for complete State park facilities in 
the heavily populated southeast section of the State, 
STATE HISTORICAL PARKS are sites which are of notable historical significance 
to the State of Nebraska and are of suffici ent size to permit the i nter~reti ve 
potential of the si te to be fully developed . Limited day-use facilities are not 
allowed to detract or interfere with the primary purpose of the area. 
STATE RECREATION AREAS possess primar ily day-use potentials with overnight 
camping also an important consideration . Such areas are also resource based and 
are located in accordance with sound park management principles. 
STATE WAYSIDE AREAS are located a1ong main 
scenic and historical inte rest where possible . 
to afford the traveler a safe place to stop and 
camping of a limited nature . 
t raveled highways, at points of 
These areas are developed specifically 
to rest, and picnic, with overnight 
The total vis i tation for all areas i n 1970 is est~mated at 5,800,000 persons . 
STATE PARKS 
Chadron: A modern trailer sanitary dumping station was constructed for park 
visitors . Three mi1es of scenic dirt road was repaired and partially resurfaced . 
Plans were completed for the development of a new camping area and negotiations 
were started fo r ' theacquisition of suitable land. 
Fort Robinson: This area enjoyed a successful visitation year with park 
income up approximately 10% over 1969. A master development plan was completed 
by Colorado State University for the area. 
An ear1y fall snow storm severely damaged trees at the park necessitating 
some replacement . 
Niobrara : This area escaped serious flood damage during 1970. However, the 
high water table and- some Dutch elm disease- necessitated the removal of 390 trees. 
Approximately 250· cottonwood trees were rep l anted and show a high survival ratio. 
A new cement block foundation and floor was installed under one cabin . The 
large picnic shelter was res hi ngl ed and two new pit ton ets were added to the 
camping area . 
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P o n ½ a :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  o n  a  n e w  c a m p  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a s p h a l t  
r o a d s  a n d  p a r k i n g  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  T h e  a r e a  w i l l  c o n t a i n  t w o  m o d e r n  s h o w e r - l a t r i n e  
b u i l d i n g s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  b o o k u p s ,  w a t e r ,  a n d  a  s a n i t a r y  t r a i l e r  d u m p  s t a t i o n .  
T h e  e x t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  c a b i n s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  r e f i n i s h e d .  A  
n e w  s e w e r  f i e l d  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a b i n  a r e a . ·  
I n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  a c c e s s  r o a d  s e r v i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D a y  
U s e - G r o u p  C a m p  A r e a .  
T h e  p a r k  h a s  b e e n  i n f e c t e d  b y  D u t c h  e l m  d i s e a s e ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  s o m e  
d i s e a s e d  t r e e s .  
I n d i a n  C a v e :  E f f e c t i V ~  S e p t e m b e r  l  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  p a r k  
a r e a .  E f f o r t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o w a r d  c l e a n u p  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n d s .  G r e e n  
T r r u m b  p r o c t e c t  p e r s o n n e l  p e r f o r m e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  a r e a  
d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  
A c q u i s i t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  p a r k  l a n d s  
a t  t h i s  a r e a .  
S T A T E  H I S T O R I C A L  P A R K S  
A r b o r  L o d g e :  V i s i t a t i o n  a t  A r b o r  L o d g e  f o r  1 9 7 0  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e m a i n  h i g h  w i t h  a  
s l i g h t  i n c t e a s e  o v e r  1 9 6 9 .  T h e  u s u a l  A r b o r  D a y  c e l e b r a t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t  A r b o r  L o d g e  
w i t h  a d d r S s s e s . b y  G o v e r n o r  N o r b e r t  T i e m a n n  a n d  U . S .  S e n a t o r  R o m a n  H r u s k a .  
T h e  r e m o v a l  o f  e l m  t r e e s  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  D u t c h  e l m  d i s e a s e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a  
p r o b l e m ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  r e m o v a l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  l a w n .  
S o m e  v a l u a b l e  a r t i f a c t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  A r b o r  L o d g e  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  
f r o m  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
A s h  H o l l o w :  A t  A s h  H o l l o w ,  t h e  s m a l l  v i s i t o r
1
s  c e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  
a n d  i n f o r m e d  t h e  v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  p r e h i s t o r y  a n d  h i s t o r y  r e l a t e d  t o  A s h  H o l l o w ,  t h e  
O r e g o n  T r a i l  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w e s t e r n  N e b r a s k a .  
A n  a c c e s s  r o a d  g r a d e  o n e  a n d  s i x - t e n t h s  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  
s i t e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r  a n d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s c h o o l h o u s e .  P a r k i n g  l o t s  
w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  e a c h  t e r m i n a l .  C o n s i e r a b l e  m u l c h i n g  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  a l o n g  r o a d b a n k s  
t o  p r e v e n t  e x c e s s i v e  e r o s i o n .  
B u f f a l o  B i l l  
1
s  R a n c h :  B u f f a l o  B i l l  
1
s  R a n c h  w a s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 .  S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  C o d y - o r i e n t e d  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  T h e s e  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  p o s t e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  l e t t e r s  a n d  b o o k s .  A d d i t i o n a l  p e r f o r m e r s  c o l l e c t i o n s  
w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  
T e l e v i s i o n  a n d  r a d i o  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  c o n c e r n i n g  B u f f a l o  B i l l  a n d  t h e  
r a n c h .  T h e  C o d y  h o u s e  w a s  p a i n t e d  a n d  g e n e r a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  b u i l d i n g  
f e a t u r e s  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t .  
F o r t  A t k i n s o n :  A t  F o r t  A t k i n s o n ,  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  
t h e  N e b r a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  . b u i l d i n g s ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  F o r t .  
P a g e  5 3  
The outl ine of the southeast bastion of the fortification was uncovered, and 
a work crew using treated wooden piling restored the bastion to its ori ginal location. 
The native stone foundation of a building was uncovered along the east wall of the Fort area. A brick-walled cellar was also excavated within the building complex. The foundation stones and the brick work were stabilized to preserve them in their 
orig inal location . 
A building site along the south perimeter of the fort was unearthed . Fireplaces 
and artifacts were discovered . This building was not completely uncovered and 
subsequent archeology wi 11 be necessary to determine its exact extent and configuration. 
An area foreman was assigned to the area .·for resource protection and to perform 
clean up and custodial duties. 
Fort Hartsuff: Developments at Fort Hartsuff consisted of sinking a well, installing 
a water system, and the construction of a superintendent's residence. The water system 
wi11 supply the residence, provide drinking···water for thea.re'a, allow irrigation and provide f i re protection . 
Fort Kearny: 
Visitati on at Fort Kearny continued to be high , Visito rs from the 50 states and 22 foreign countries were noted . 
Removal of over 200 dead elm trees was necessary as the Dutch elm disease continues its attack on the .native elm. 
A resi dence was completed fo r ' the assistant superintendent, an underground sprinkling 
system was installed, and a 68 foot replica of the flag pole was erected after i nvesti ga ti on provided the site location of the pole shown in old photos . Building 
sitesL6f the 1864 period adjacent to the parade 9rourid we re marked by posts . 
STATE RECREATION AREAS 
Fremont Lakes: Extreme user pressure requ ired closure of certain areas to provi de 
emergency access . Two simming fatalities were recorded. Vandalism heavy . Fisheries 
stocked carp and wor ked in other management fields. The Fremont crew also administered Dead Timber Recreat i on Area where most maintenance was contracted . There was heavy locally-or iented use through summer . 
Johnson Lake: 
at this busy area , 
capacity crowds . 
Heavy vandalism resulted in the placement of an on-site caretaker Flush toilets and a shower latri ne building add to attracting 
Lake Mcconaughy - Lake Ogallala : Extensive thinn i ng of small trees on shoreline 
at Otter Creek, Spring Park and newly developed Martin Bay areas provided better 
vi sitor use . Removal of 2 acres of scrub trees from the bay at Otter Creek gave better fisherman boat access . A swimming area was designated at Marti.n Bay. Buoys, 
signs, additional tables and gril ls were installed . 
Certificati on surveys were conducted in several areas. Re-survey of K-2 cabin 
site was completed and lot corners marked with concrete markers . First annual sail boa t regatta was held at Sandy Beach on Labor Day weekend_ with 82 boats participating . Lake Ogallala continued to be a popular area with fi.shing success fair to excellent. 
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L a k e  M i n a t a r e :  A  n e w  a r e a  f o r e m a n  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  m a i n t e n a n c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
C o n t i n u o u s  m a i n t e n a n c e  w a s  a s s i s t e d  b y  c r e w  f r o m  W i l d c a t  H i l l s ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  r e p a i r s  
w e r e  m a d e  o n  t h e  a r e a .  H e a v y  u s e  w a s  n o t e d ,  
L e w i s  A n d  C l a r k :  T h e r e  w a s  h e a v y  u s e  a t  W i e g a n d ,  B l o o m f i e l d ,  S o u t h  S h o r e  a r e a s ,  
a n d  m o d e r a t e l y  h e a v y  u s e  o n  S a n t e e  a n d  M i r i e r  C r e e k  a r e a s ,  N o  n e w  c a p i t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
t o o k  p l a c e ,  b u t  p r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n n i n g  s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  W e s t  W i e ,g a n d  A r e a .  M a i n t e n a n c e  
w o r k  w a s  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  i n a d e q u a t e  r o a d s ,  p a r k i n g  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
1 1
G r e e n  T h u m b
1 1  
p r o j e c t  w o r k e d  o n  t r i m m i n g  t r e e s ,  
L o u i s v i l l e :  V e r y  h e a v y  u s e  w a s  r e c o r d e d .  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  c o m p ' l e t e d  s h o r e  
l i n e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o n  P l a t t e  R i v e r  a t  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  t h e  p a r k  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  u p s t r e a m  
o v e r  1 0 0 0  f e e t .  O n e  d r o w n i n g  o c c u r r e d ,  
S h e r m a n  R e s e r v o i r :  T h r e e  s h o r e l i n e  a c c e s s  r o a d s  w e r e  b u i l t  a n d  2  n e w  w e l l s  
a d d e d .  M u s k  t h i s t l e  c o n t r o l  w a s  a  m a j o r  p r o j e c t ,  O n e  d r o w n i n g  o c c u r r e d ,  
S t o l l e y :  T h e  C i t y  o f  G r a n d  I s l a n d  e n c r o a c h i n g  o n  S t o l l e y  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  d e s i r e  
f o r  a n  u r b a n  t y p e  p a r k .  S o m e  1 7 0  e l m  a n d  o t h e r  t r e e s  w e r e  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  6 0  l o a d s  o f  
b r u s h  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  a r e a ,  
T w o  R i v e r s :  A n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  o p e n i n g  a n d  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  t r o u t  p r o v i d e d  a  s t a r t  
t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s e a s o n  a l t h o u g h  c l o s i n g  w a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  A u g u s t  w i n d  s t o r m ,  
H e a v y  d a m a g e  o c c u r r e d  a g a i n  i n  O c t o b e r  w h e n  t h e  a r e a  w a s  d e v a s t e d  b y  a n  e a r l y  s n o w  
s t o r m .  C a m p i n g  w a s  a t  a  c a p a c i t y  l e v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e a s o n .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  7  
h u n t i n g  b l i n d s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  d u c k  h u n t e r s  
s i n c e  t h e  a r e a  o p e n e d ,  H u n t e r  s u c c e s s  w a s  f a i r  t o  g o o d .  
V i c t o r i a  S p r i n g s :  . V i s i t a t i o n  a n d  i n c o m e  w e r e  s t a b l e .  W o r k m e n  r e p a i n t e d  t h e  
s h o p ,  r e s i d e n c e ,  b e n c h e s  a n d  p i c n i c  t a b l e s .  T h i s  c r e w  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  P r e s s e y  S p e c i a l  
U s e  A r e a  a n d  A r n o l d  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  
W i l d c a t  H i l l s :  N o  n e w  c a p i t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  m a d e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  e x t e n s i v e  w o r k  
a t  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  t r a i l  w i t h  o n e  n e w  f o o t  b r i d g e  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  s t a r t e d ,  
A n  a c c e s s  r o a d  t o  t h e  w e l l  h o u s e  w a s  b u i l t .  P e r s o n n e l  c a r e d  f o r  b u f f a l o  a n d  e l k  o n  
t h e  g a m e  p r e s e r v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  c r e w  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  B r i d g e p o r t  S t a t e  
R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  L o d g e p o l e  W a y s i d e  Ar e a  a n d  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  a t  L a k e  M i n a t a r e  
R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  
S O U T H W E S T  R E S E R V O I R S  
E n d e r s :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u i l d i n g ,  w a t e r  s y s t e m ,  l a t r i n e ,  p i t  t y p e  
t o i l e t s ,  s h e l t e r s  a n d  n e w  p a r k i n g  a r e a s  i s  n e a r  c o m p l e t i o n ,  T r e e  p l a n t i n g  i s  c o n t i n u i n g .  
S e v e r e  d r o u t h  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  h e r e  c a u s e d ,  e x t e n s i v e  0 a t e r  u s e  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  
M e d i c i n e  C r e e k :  A  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u i l d i n g ,  s h e l t e r s ,  v a u l t  p i t  t o i l e t s ,  w a t e r  s e r v i c e ,  
s h o w e r  l a t r i n e  b u i l d i n g ,  w e l l  a n d  h a n d  p u m p  w e r e  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d .  B o a t  r a m p s  w e r e  
i m p r o v e d .  A  c a m p i n g  a r e a  w a s  d e f i n e d ,  g u a r d  p o s t s  i n s t a l l e d  a n d  m a n y  t r e e s  p l a n t e d ,  
R e d  W i l l o w :  A  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u i l d i n g ,  v a u l t  p i t  t o i l e t ,  w a t e r  w e l l  a n d  h a n d  p u m p  
w e r e  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d .  L o n g h o r n  s t e e r s  b e c a m e  a  v i s i t o r  a t t r a c t i o n .  T r e e s  w e r e  
p l a n t ~ d  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  r o a d s  i m p r o v e d ,  A  s a i l b o a t  r e g a t t a  w a s  h e l d  w i t h  g r e a t  
s u c c e s s .  
S w a n s o n :  A  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u i l d i n g ,  v a u l t  p i t  l a t r i n e s  a n d  w a t e r  w e l l s  a n d  h a n d  p u m p s  
n e a r e d  c o m p l e t i o n ,  E r o s i o n  p r o b l e m s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  n o  s o l u t i o n  t o  d a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
s o u t h w e s t  c r e w s  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  C h a m p i o n  a n d  R o c k  C r e e k  a r e a s ,  
P a g e  5 5  
SALT VALLEY RESERVOIRS 
Bluestem: A fish hatching pond was constructed . Dead trees were removed. 
Two new toilets were installed in the camping ·area. 
I Branched Oak: Eight pit-type toilets were installed, and 48 sections of boat 
docks built . Otto Li ebers Park Area was dedicated in May. Curbs were bui 1t _around the parking lot and the county constructed a road across top of dam . 
Cones toga: Two she 1 ter houses were built and dead trees were removed. Two drownings occurred on the area. 
Olive Creek: No major work took place on the area . . Dead trees were removed. 
Pawnee: Three new shelters ,were built. Two drownings occurred. 
Stagecoach: There was no majot construction. Deqd trees were removed . 
I 
Twin Lakes: The area remains 1 uhdeveloped . Moderate fishing pressure was noted. _ 
Wagon Train: Three shelters were installed and dead trees removed . One drowning 
occurred . 
Yankee Hill: The _area remains undeveloped. 
STATE WAYSIDE AREAS 
Mormon Island: On April 5th the area was formally dedicated with Governor 
Norbert Tiemann the featured speaker . Thi s highly developed area _with hard surfaced 
roads, shower latrine building, laundromat, hard-surfaced camping spurs and other 
modern facilities was heavily used during its first ;seasoh. The personnel also · 
main t ained the Cheyenne Wayside Area at the Wood Rive r ~nterthange on I~so . 
Windmill: Development at this site reached a state allowing the bpening of -
the area on November 1. Cleanup and seeding were accomplished and more than 500 
trees and shr ubs were .planted in the fall in addition to a spring planting program . 
All hard-surfaced roads, parki ng lots, 69 camping spurs and ·most facilit i es were 
completed ~ This crew also maintained the Union Pacific and Maxwell areas at the 
Odes sa and Maxwell Interchanges on I-80. 
Other Wayside Areas: Pioneer Wayside Area ,onU.S . 77 in the Ceresco - Swedeburg 
Area was under cons t ruction . District I personnel maintained Cochran State Wayside Area . Elkhorn and Millstone State Wayside Areas .~ were maintained by Distr:ict II. 
Di st r ict III personnel maintained American Legion, 'Beaver Creek, Chalkmine, D.L.D . , 
Mormon Trail, No r th Loup and Republican Valley State Wayside Areas • . Lodge Pole State 
Wayside Area was maintained by Wildcat Hills crew . District V crews maintained 
Beaver Dam, Blackbird, Blue River, Blue Valley, Brownville, Crosstrails, and Little 
Nemaha State Wayside Areas . · 
MAINTENANCE SECTION 
District I: In addition to maintaining area waysides the crew maintained Box 
Butte, Cottonwood Lake, Walgren Lake State Recreation Areas as well as Gilbert-Baker 
and Smith Lake special use areas . _ Four new restrooms were installed at Box Butte 
ano two at Walgren Lake . A visitation increase was note.don Box Butte, Walgren and Cot tonwood . · A new boat ramp constructed at Cottonwood, donated by locil _citizens, 
and a new dock was bu i lt and installed . Construction of 11 The Bridge on the River Kwai 11 (Bear Creek) was completed. 
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District II: The crew maintained Atkinson, Long Pine and Pibel Lake recre,ation 
areas, Big AlkaTi, BalJards Marsh, Long ~ake and Swan Lake speci.al use areas. The 
crew also maintained Fort Hartsuff, and installed shelters_ at Atki.nson and Long Pine. 
New pit toilets were put in 'at Long Pi~e, Long Lake, Alaki, Ballards Marsh. Most 
areas were improved, including work at Merritt Reservoir State Recreation Area. · 
. . . . : 
, District III: General maintenance was done at Bowman Lake, Cottonmill Lake, 
Hord Lakes and Ravenna Lake recreation areas in addition to seven wayside areas. 
The Ravenna Recreation Area access and interior roads were hard surfaced. This crew 
also assisted at Kearney Recreation Area during emergencies. 
District IV: The crew maintained Gallagher Canyon, Hayes Center, Jeffrey Reservoir, 
Johnson Lake, Lake Maloney, Midway, Sutherl~nd and Wellfleet areas. The crew also 
made improvements at Hayes Center, Johnson Lake, Jeffrey, Maloney, Midway, Sutherland, 
and Wellfleet consisting of ,seeding, new tables, restrooms (at Gallagher and Johnson), 
and assisted with roadside stabilization at Ash Hollow. 
District V: In addition to maintaining seven wayside areas the crew also 
maintained Alexandria, Memphis and Omadi State Recreation Areas , Memphis improvements 
included road building and parking lots, defining camping spurs and adding shelters 
and vault pit toilets. Mud Creek (Rockford), and Verdon recreation areas were 
maintained and the crew assisted with wo r k at Burchard Special .Use Area and Indian 
Cave State Park. It pla:ce.d two new pit toil'ets and shelter house at Brownville, and 
two at Riverview Marina , Two shelters and .six pit toilets were built at Mud Creek 
(Rockford) where a "Green Thumb" project was supervised . 
SIGN SHOP 
The sign .shop completed 2,776 signs, including silk-screened, routed, and special 
hand lettered items for 149 different Jobs. These included a special interpretive 
routed sign of 943 letters made for the State Fair and later installed at Mormon Island 
State Wayside Area. During the year, all older and inappropriate (homemade) signs 
were orde~ed removed and new signs pl aced on order by priority .. 
PLANNING SECTION 
Activities of the Planning Section during the year included the completi on of 
comprehensive site plans on projects as large as Lewis and Clark Lake to projects 
as sman, in scope, as, Pioneer State Wayside Area . . Plans were also drawn for Fort 
McPherson State Wayside Area and Dead Timber State Recreation Area . 
Detailed situation planning received much attention . . Visitor information material 
and 11'Sign Programs'' were prepared for Windmill and Mormon Island state wayside .areas . . 
11 Le:iber 1 s Memorial Park'' at Branched Oak Reservoir, a 11 Campgr0t:md ProposaTrrfor 
Medicine CreekReservoir, a "Traffic Control Study 11 for Johnson Lake and a 11 P_icnic Area 11 
at Two River's State Recreation Area are a few such projects . 
Other accomplishments of this section pertained to the compiling of infoimation 
for the Commission's Land and Water Conservation Program. This information is obtai.ned 
from the previously prepared comprehensive studies and provided to th~ Federal ,Aid 
Divisi.on for programming and sc,h_eduling of capHaJ i:mproveme.nt .pro,je.cts ~ The improvement 
projects at the southwest res~tVoirs, Sherman Reservoir and the Campground-South Unit 
at Fremont State Lakes, are examples of this type work. 
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As usual, prefliminary site planning projects were undertaken for administrative 
review purposes. The ''Development Proposal~ for Bassway Strip Special Use Area was 
one of the studies. Another undertaking of this nature was the land use requirement 
studies on the reservoirs proposed in the Papio Flood Control Project. Sketches 
were also drawn for numerous par~ s~r~ctures, a visitor center and park residences . 
Considerable assistance was provided the Department of Roads with the Recreation 
Access Road Program! The work was oriented primarily to interior park road alignment . 
Two of the areas requiring site planning for road alignment purposes were the 
Lake Ogallala Campground and Long Pine State Recreation Area. 
During the spring, the tree planting program was continued, although reduced 
in scale over previous years. The usual assistance with park operation proble~s 
was provided field personnel and aid was given our construction people, with the field layout of some of the capital improvement projects. 
STATE PARK AND RECREATION AREA INCOME 
1969 
Arbor Lodge State Hisotrical ParR 
Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park 
· Chadron State Park 
Fort Kearny State Historical Park 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Mormon Island State Wayside Area 
Niobrara State Park 
Ponca State Park 
Stolley State Recreation Area 
*Two Rivers State Recreation Area .. 
Victo r ia Springs State Recreation Area 
TOTAL 
$ 6,977.07 · 
3,963.22 
34,873.21 
l ,050. 62 
68,219.82 
24,113.79 
27,869.51 
1,970.80, 
19,839.56 
2,224.60 
$191,102 .20 
1970 
$ 7;295.26 
4,240.77 . 
36,982 . 14 
1 ,076. 18 
79,545.49 
9,013 . 70 
24,720.53 
33,213.75 
l ,339.82 
15,914 .03 
2,054 . 20 . 
$215,395 . 67 
$73,261 . 00 - - Additional -income collected at Two Rivers State Recreation Area in 
relation to fish and game activities during 1970. 
VISITATION 
Area 
Arbor Lodge State Historical Park 
Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park 
Chadron State Park 
Fort Kearny State Historical 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Mormon Is land State Wayside Area 
Niobrara State Park 
Ponca State Park 
Stolley State Recreation Area 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area 
Victori a Springs State Recreation Area 
1968 
161,417 . 
61,900 
191,314 
111,553 
No Estimate 
none 
130,071 
184,037 
163,568 
435,439 
50,314 
l ,489 ,61 ~ 
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1969 1970 
182,566 199,652 
45,411 · 55,054 
192,921 160,018 
103,731 92,156 
No Estimate 13,208 
none 209,977 
128,201 127,679 
175,639 205,619 
142,752 164,897 
370,716 337,822 
71 ,033 66,637 
1,412,970 1,632,719 
CABIN GUESTS 
Area 
Chadron State Park 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Niobrara State Park 
Ponca State Park 
Victoria Springs State Recreation Area 
CAMPERS 
1969 
1968 . 
3,247 
3,848 
2,951 
3,078 
432 
13,556 
1969 
· 1969 
2,753 
3,146 
2,317 
2,477 
387 
11,080 
1970 
1970 
3,095 
3,243 
2,250 
2,609 
337 
11,534 
1970 
Individual Group IndlVldual Group Area Campers. Campers 
Chadron State Park 11,945 606 
Fort Robinson State Park 6,547 none 
Mormon Island State Wayside Area none none 
Niobrara State Park 4,623 589 Ponca State Park .· · 9,249 none 
Stolley State Recreation Area 7,108 none 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area 26,350 none Victoria Springs State Recreation Area 2,045 none 
67,867 l , l 95 
Area 
HORSE (TRAIL RIDE) AND SWIMMING POOL INCOME 
Horse (Trail Ride) 
Chadron State Park 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Niobrara State Park 
Ponca State Park 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area 
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$ 4,494 . 24 
3,633.83 
2,262.76 
7,779.94 
none 
$18,170.77 
Campers Campers 
12,745 
7,653 
12,452 
3,866 
10,818 
4,216 
25,988 
2,051 
79,789 
560 
none 
none 
618 
none 
none 
none 
none 
l , 178 
Swimming Pool 
$ 5,601.88 
none 
3,215 . 43 
5,312 . 21 
4,098 ,63 
$18,228 . 15 
P E R S O N N E L 
Functions of the Personnel Division include administration of payroll , retirement, workmen 1 s compensation, insurancei accident reports~ performance evaluations, and personnel records. The division also conducts interviews and tests, checks references, and .processes personnel recommendation transactions. 
'·· ' . During 1970, 1,320 letters of application were received, and 352 office interviews were conducted. There was one life insurance claim for $5009 .25. 
PAYROLLS: 
Permanent: 
Average number employees per month - 347 New Employees - 55 
Terminations - 56 
Total St~te payroll cost - $2,736,598 .$8 
Temporary: 
Average number employees per payroll - 93 Largest payroll - · 177 Smallest payroll - 24 
Total State payroll cost - $257,015.53 -
ACCIDENT REPORTS: 
Personal injury accidents - 33 . 
Lost time from work - 12 
Vehicle accidents - 18 
Natu re of Injury: 
Hand - 2 
Head & Shoulder .- l 
Eye - 2 
Knee - 2 
Hern i a - 1 
Foot - 2 
Wasp Sting - 1 
Finger - 5 
Back - 3 
Spine - 1 
Medical Expense~ Account: 
2332-40000 
2332-20000 
2332-51000 
2332-52000 
2332-54000 
2332-58000 
2332-59000 
2332-90017 
2332-90023 
$265.00 
51.40 
17.50 
26.90 
83.25 
1660.94 
8.00 
287.00 
37.00 
Vehi cle Accidents~ Account: 
2332-20000 
2332-59000 
2332-40000 
2332-90015 
2 
l 
11 
l 
Shoulder - ·2 
Tooth - l 
Hip - l 
Rib - l 
Head - l 
Chfo - 2 
Poison Ivy - l 
Ankle - _l 
Arm - l 
Wr.ist - l 
- Chest - l 
2332-90038 
2332-24000 
1370-23000 
1370-11012 
1370-11017 
1370-23020 
1370-23021 
1370-: 11011 
1370-10005 
1370.:. 11012 . 
1370- 11013 
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$ 18. 00 
119 .00 
384.78 
14.00 
447.25 
92.50 
27 .00 
130.00 
$3669.52 ~ Total Cost 
l 
l 
l 
R E A L 1T Y 
In 1970, the Realty Section was involved in land acquisition, appraisals, 
negotiations, land reconnaissance, record breakouts, lease cancellations, renewal 
and payments, schools and work'.shops, appraisal reviews, legal liaison, and various 
miscellaneous assignments. · · · · · 
LAND ACQUISITION . 
During the y~ar title was acquired to 28 f racts, totaling 1228.48 acres at a 
total cost of $50,511.00. Of these 28 tracts 24·.·tracts were transferred from the 
Department of Roads at no cost to the Commission. The 24 tracts ' are all located 
adjacent to ~nterstate 80 and are primarily used as Special Use Areas. 
The other four tracts were acquisitions for the Parks Division . Two areas 
consisting of 52 .55 acres are State Wayside Areas , Two areas consisting of 220 acres 
are additions to Indian Cave State Park . 
Pi ntail Marsh S. U.A . was traded to the Fish and Wildlife Service for an area 
located adjacent to West Sacramento S. U.A. This trade was accomplished in accordance 
with 81 -815.40 State of Nebraska Revised Statues 1943. 
RECONNAISSANCE, NEGOTIATIONS AND C0NDEMNATJON 
A reconnaissance was made in the Pine Ridge area in :connection with a potential 
land trade with the U.S . Forestry Service . 
The Forestry Service owns land adjacent to Chadron State Park which the Commission 
sorely needs for expansion of said park . The only way in which this acquisition can 
be accomplished is for the Commission to purchase a tract in which the Forestry Service 
is interested and then trade same. 
Another recon covered 35 tracts of land along Interstate 80 containing approximately 
1600 acres . These are lands presently controlled by the Department of Roads and have 
become excess to their needs. It was determined that 34 of the 35 tracts did meet the 
needs of the Game & Parks Commission and these 34 tracts are in the process of being 
transferred to the Commission. 
Nego t iations were accomplished in connection with the aforementioned acquisitions 
and were attempted on the one remaining tract needed to complete the Ponca State Park 
Complex. 
Condemnation proceedings were instituted on the Schram tract at Ponca State Park 
and after . the 11 return of appraisers 11 the proceedings were abandoned. 
IRON HORSE TRAIL 
Two auctions were held during the year, one in May and the other in December, to 
dispose of those tracts authorized for sale by the Commission under L. B. 606. At the 
May auction 276 . 10 acres were sold for $28,172.00 . At the December auction 190.75 acres 
were sold for $17,310.00. Tract #36-6.30 acres which was bid in at $825.00 is not 
included in the above tabulation as the sale is being contested in court. As of 
December 31, 1970 there remained 33 tracts cont~ining 209 . 44 acres in the Iron Horse Trail . 
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LEASES 
In December the Wildlife Laboratory was occupied by personnel of the Research, 
Resource Services and Land & Water Divisions and the Realty Section. · Leases were 
cancelled at sites that formally housed the above personnel. 
A larger and better warehouse was located to house the I & T Divisions sports 
show displays and other bulk materials. This facility also affords a better work 
area for the display builders and was large enough to allow the O & M Section of the 
Parks Division a work area in which they could use 11 Greenthumbers 11 during the cold 
months , 
The management of the Wildlife Laboratory Building was charged to the Realty Section. 
SCHOOL 
Dur i ng February Jack O'Keefe and Ralph Craig attended the Nebraska Realtor's Institute Course L This is a three course study to be held in three consecutive years . Course II 
will be taken in February 1971. 
APPRAISAL REVIEW 
Appraisals were submitted by seventeen political subdivisions seeking Federal Aid funds under the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation Land & Water Program. These_ appraisals 
were reviewed and accepted after they complied with Bureau of Outdoor Recreation manual 
requirements , 
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Traditionally, the Research Qivision has been responsiple for dev isi ng more 
effective management tools for man i pu lating the environment to enhance hunti ng and 
fishing in Neb raska , Howeve r, in recent yea rs, it has become imperative that this 
restricted view of t he research function be modified, This modi ficat i on has been 
neces.s itated by the rapid tech no l ogi ca 1 advances made by ou r society and its ever 
increasing capabilities to effect far-reaching changes on the environment , These 
environmental changes, although often bel ieved t o be beneficial to our society, are 
usually destructive of the web of life on whi ch fish and wi ldl ife and ultimately , we 
as human beings depend . Thus, research to determine the effect of these environmental 
changes on fish and wi ldlife has be come an important function of th is division .. This 
is reflected by the work carri ed out during 1970 , The purpose of such studies has 
been to define t he effects of environmental change on fish and wildlife and devise 
or suggest means of avoiding those effects found to be detrimenta l . The Research 
Di visi on carr ies out research i n bo t h terrestr ial and aquatic environments. 
TERRESTRIAL STUDIES 
Terrestrial .research effor t du ring 1970 was di stri buted among studies of the 
effects of pestici des on wil dli fe, the ecology of pheasants and the ecology of grouse . 
Also , mea t identi ficati on services we re conducted f or the Law Enforcement Di vision. 
Pes ticides and t heir effects on wildlife required a significant portion of personnel 
effort . Studi es of t his type consisted of a wi de -.area malath i on spray project , a 
pa rathi on spray project and analysis of pheasant eggs for the presence of chlorinated 
hydrocarbons. 
The t hird and final yea r of fi eld work was completed on the Wide -Area Spray Project 
in Dawson County, This was a cooperative study wi th t he Un i versity ·of Nebraska . Our 
part of t he study aimed t o measure t he effects on birds of an ultr a-l ow- volume 
applicati on of malath ion t o 16 contiguous square mi les of agricultu ral ;land . Da t a 
analyzed to date has shown that wildlife is no t adversely affected by this chemical 
appl i ed at an ul tra-l ow- volume rate of 8 oun ces per acre. 
Analysis of pheasant eggs for the presence of chlorinated hydroca rbon pesticides 
was par tially completed , Hep tachl or epoxi de , DOE , die ldr in, TOE and pp-DDT were 
. found in t he eggs. Dieldri n and heptachlo r-e poxide were commonly present in higher 
concentrati ons than DDT or its metabol ites , Concen trat ions greater than l ppm appeared 
rarely and then only for heptaclor epoxi de. Total concentrations for al lthe pestici des 
de tected ranged from less than 0.1 ppm to greater than 2.0 ppm with an average less 
t han 0, 5 ppm ; Completi on of the analysis is anticipated this yea r , 
Resyl~~. of stud ies to measure the effects -of field spraying of pa rathion on juveni le 
pheasants we re presented at a numbe r of techn ica l meeti ngs and are presently be i ng 
prepared for publ icati on . It was found t hat pa rathion applied for greenbug control at 
a rate of 8 ounces per acre di d not result in di rect mo rta l ity to pheasants . 
Pheasant life history and ecology studi es were continued duri ng 1970 , Work was 
directed toward anal ysis bf d~ ta and publ i cati on ·of results . Cool season grasses and 
forbs were found t o be preferre d cover types for pheasant nest i ng , Al so, wetland areas 
where they occurred contributed greatly to pheasant production . 
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Research on pra1r1e grouse during 1970 i ncluded co l lecti on and analys is of 
data as well as preparation of wr itten and or al repo r ts . Collection of data for 
a study of vegetational and topographica1 characteristi.cs of sharp-tailed grouse dancing grounds by a University of Nebraska PhD candidate was completed , 
Statistical analys i s of this data through the Un i versity statistical lab confirmed 
that breeding sharptails select dancing grounds in areas of low growing and sparse 
vegetation . In addition, data collected during 1962 through 1966 on habitat used 
by sharp- tailed grouse for va ri ous daily act i vities were subjected to computer 
analysis. Results of this analys is suggested definite relationships between livestock grazing and suitability of hab itat for grouse and indicated that general overgrazing 
would lead to a decl ine i n the grouse population. 
Work for the Law Enforcement Division entailed identification of meat samples 
which were suspected of being composed of il legally taken game . Two chemical 
techniques were used to precisely i dentify the nature of the meat. Where animal 
hair was associated with the meat samples, identification of the hair helped to 
confirm the chemical analysis. Eight cases involving suspected deer violations 
were processed i n 1970. 
AQUATIC STUDIES 
Aquatic studies carried out d~ring 1970 f all into th ~ee broad categories . . These 
categories are : the effects of man 1 s activities on the environment, the development 
of fisher i es management techniques, and the provisi on of information on the fishery 
resources of Nebraska for sportsmen and professionals . , 
A major environmental concern wh i ch has arisen during the past few years has 
been the accumulation in fis h 'of toxic heavy metal residues, and i n par t i cular, 
mercury . Mercury i s widely used in both agriculture and industry. Thus, there is 
a distinct possibil i ty that f ish taken from waters in intensive farming areas and 
below i ndustri al cities may contain harmful residues of mercu ry . Duri ng 1970 
channel catfish were collected from seven streams which drain areas of i ntensive 
agri cultu re and/or industry throughout the state. The fish will be analyzed to 
dete rmine whether they contai n residues of the following heavy metals: mercury, 
chromium, cadmium, zi nc, copper and lead . Analytical techniques have been resolved 
and sample analysis i s sl ated to beg i n early in 1971. 
This past year completed the data-gathering phase of another environmental study. 
The purpose was to determine the probability of fish mortality resulting directly from 
a wide-area ultra -low-volume application qf malath i on . This was our pa r t in a 
cooperati ve s tudy with the Un i versity of Nebraska whi:ch was conducted near Lexington i n Dawson County . Data were obtained on both nati ve fishes and captive bluegills. 
Prel i mina ry analysis of the data obtai ned throughout the three-year duration of this 
study indicates that fish mortality di d not result directly from the wide-area 
appl i~ation of malathion at the rate of 8 ounces per acre. 
The study of chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticide contamination of fish from various 
watersheds throughout the state was completed i n 1970. Ten channel catfish from each 
of 18 majo r drainages were collected duri ng previ ous years and analyzed for residues 
of two chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides; namely, DDT and dieldrin . Results of these 
analyses were prepared for publication and appeared in the September, 1970, issue of the 
Pesticides Monitoring Journal. The resudues found in the channel catfish were compared 
with land use (percent cultivated) in each watershed and the calculated amount of the 
respective pesticides appl i ed to each wate rshed. No significant correlation was found. 
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Another study of man-made changes in the aquatic environment concerns the 
discha rge of large quantities of heated water into the Missouri River . Two nuclear 
power plants are currently under construction along the Missouri River in Nebraska, 
One is located near Blair while the other is downstream from Brownville . During 
operation (sometime in 1973) both plants will withdraw large quantities of water 
from the Missouri River for cooling pu rposes. The warmed water will then be returned 
to the rive r, 
Concern over potential changes in the aquatic environment which could result 
from the thermal discharges prompted a study (initiated in 1970) by 11 state and 
federal agen cies . The primary purposes of the study are to determi ne some of the 
effects of the warm-water discharges upon fish and fish-food organisms in the Missouri 
River . Thermal patterns produced by the effluents will also be i nvestigated. 
Measurements before and after operation of the power plants will be compared as a 
basis for noting changes which may be caused by th~ warm-water discharges . The 
responsibility of the Game and Parks Commission is to provide ove rall coordination 
and to supervi se the fishery portion . 
Two studies to provi de new fishery management tools were i n progress during 1970 . 
One study was designed to determine .if arti ficial spawning marshes fo r northern pike 
would aid in developing and maintaining pi ke populations in southeast Nebraska reservoirs . 
Becaus~ the northern pike is a desirable species, a concentrated effort to insure 
recru i tment to the fishable population is justified. For this reason, an artifici al 
spawning marsh was developed adjacent to Bluestem .Lake. Adult northern pike will be 
stocked i n the marsh in ea r ly spri ng , 1971, and t~e young produced wi ll be allowed to 
migrate to the lake . . follow- up s tudies will determine if they add to the fish caught 
by fishermen . If successful, th i s technique of managing northern pike may be tried 
in other southeast Nebraska reservoirs . 
The other study to provide a new fi shery management tool concerned control of 
bluegill rep roduction. The objective of this study 'was to determine if bluegill 
reproduction can be controlled i n sma l l ponds through the introduction of sterile, 
but sexually vigorous male bluegill s . . The des i red result would be fewer but larger 
bluegill for Nebraska 1 s anglers . 
Fifteen hatche ry ponds, located near Orchard, Nebraska, were used as sites for 
fie l d tests in 1968 and aga i n in 1969 . During each of these years, ten ponds were 
stocked with va ryi ng ratios of s terile to normal males and females, The ponds were 
drained each fall so the f ish i n them could be captured . During 1970, the counting 
of all these fish was completed and resear chers now hope to determi ne if the presence 
of st eri le males lowered reproduct i on by compa r ing the numbers of young produced in 
ponds with and without sterile males . 
Those who have been i nterested in the fish fauna of Nebraska have not had a 
read i ly avai lable guide for aid in identifyi ng f i sh fo r use as a source of reference . 
In order to provide such a guide, work on a book des cribing the fishes of Nebraska 
was begun in 1970, Through color photographs of all species and narrative descriptions 
of family groups, this book will fac i l i tate qu i ck identification, depict distribution 
and will provide a variety of informati on about Nebraska 1 s fishes. The book should 
be of interest to the spo r tsman and s tudent who wish to increase their general 
knowledge about Nebraska' s fishes . It wi ll al so be of value to the professional as 
an up - to-date record of species numbers and dis t ri bution and may serve as a partial 
basis for noting changes . 
# # # 
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